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August is Membership Development and Extension Month 

 
Today we heard from Neona Stiles, Member behind the badge, as she spoke of her life prior to 
Rotary, her story later in the Bulletin. 
 
We heard from Murray and the Foundation message 
 
WEEK 2 
 
WHAT IS THE ROTARY FOUNDATION? The Rotary Foundation is the charitable arm of 
Rotary. It is a non-profit that is supported solely by voluntary contributions from Rotarians and 
friends of The Rotary Foundation who share its vision of a better world. Its sole mission is to 
support the efforts of Rotarians through Rotary’s mission, and the achievement of world 
understanding and peace through local, national and international humanitarian and educational 
programs in your back yard and around the globe. 
 

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE ROTARY FOUNDATION AND ITS WORK. 
 
Next week we are trialling a new venue, Shelley restaurant on the Esplanade, get your menu 
requests in by Friday so Eddie can book you in.  If we are to change venue your opinion is 
important. 
 



Announcements: 
 
Yvonne Moon  
 

Please put your name in the Red Book for these 
events - Hellenic Republic, Race Day at Moonee 
Valley and Camp Getaway. 
 
Eddie Knight: Monday 8th August we will be going to 
Shelley Beach Restaurant for our weekly meetings, 
Eddie will circulate the menu. Meals $15 pp with a 
lemon squash included, partners welcome. 
 
Guy Chatain: Questionnaire sent out in Spanish now 
has been sent out in English. Guy asks that you return 
the form by the end of the week. There will be an 
evening meeting to discuss membership and 
promotion of the club. 
 
Damien Hynes- Guest speaker next week will talk 
about the making of Wheel Chairs.  
Also RSPCA is raising money selling cup cakes. 
In the near future we will have Brian Hynes from City 
Mission. 
 
As Damien will be away from August 17th - end of 
September he would like volunteers to attend Early Act 
meetings at Sandridge School, so he can make a 
roster up. So if you think you have time to make a 
meeting let Damien know. 
 
Carl Hurwood will be away 12-16 August visiting 
Cambodia.  TV program showed a fellow who goes to 
Cambodia regularly to see what he can do to help this 
poor Country.  As Cows are very special to the people 
there, he bought a cow and gave it to a family for 
breeding purposes.  After a calf is born it is given to 
another family and so the process goes on. To date 
250 calves now, he also distributes rice to the people. 
His name is Cosi, all money raised goes directly to 
families. The name of the foundation is HOUSE of 
CAMBODIA. 
 
Murray Verso -World of Difference has a similar 
project but using a pig instead. 
 
President George asks if there are any volunteers to 
help out with Busy Feet, this happens on a Thursday 
between 5-6pm, at Elenya PAC Dance studio, 324 
Koroit Creek Road, Williamstown. Volunteers can be 
anyone partners or friends. 
 
Thank you Carl for stepping in as Sargent, apparently 
a very profitable fines (Happy/Sad) session 
 

 
Apologies: Kathy, Brad,  Claude, 
Adrian, Sven,Beres, Jack 
 

Next week's meeting is 
at Shelley Restaurant 
and our speaker will 
talking about the 
making of wheel chairs. 
 

Jokers Wild 
 

 
Guy was the winner!!!! 
$715.00 Jackpot- drinks on 
you Guy. 
 

 

 
 

August Birthdays 

 

28th   Murray Verso 



The Person Behind the Badge – Neona Stiles nee Connolly 
 

 
Thought I would weave my personal story in with my working history as they have gone 

hand in hand for me throughout my life. 

 

I am an only child.  My father grew up in the 30’s as the middle child of divorced parents 

this was bad in a Catholic family in those times.  My Dad had many jobs throughout his life 

and at the time he met my Mum he was a coach captain, taking a tour to Queensland of 

which my Mum was a passenger.   My Mum and I were the greatest things to ever happen to 

my Father.  He was 40 when I was born.  At 45 Dad developed asthma, and we believed it to 

be manageable with medication, and medical guidance.  

 

I completed my HSC at Mount St. Joseph’s Girls College in Altona, and during this year my 

father began having epileptic fits.  If I was to go on to Tertiary Study, he would have kept 

working, if I deferred for a year he would retire on an invalid pension.  I decided to go with 

the latter.  My father was retired 6 weeks and he had a massive asthma attack and died. 

 

My Mother and I were shattered.  I was working in the telex department of the State Bank of 

Victoria at the time.  My parents had great friends who had never had children and whom 

managed hotels, motels up and down the East Coast of Australia.  It was easy to get office 

jobs at that time, and I began a cycle that went for about 5 years.  I would work in Melbourne 

for 12 months then take my 4 weeks annual leave and head up to where my Uncle and Aunt 

were, work a little with them, be a tourist, and then come back to Mum in Melbourne and 

start another job for another 12 months.  My Uncle was a Coach Captain, like Dad, and 

trained race horses, another great passion of my Father’s, and I felt somewhat close to Dad 

when with him. 

 

I was working for a small trade publisher in Melbourne and one of my Print Representatives 

approached me about going to work for McPherson’s Printing Group, who at the time were 

the largest sheet fed colour printer in the Southern Hemisphere.  I began as a sales cadet and 

then moved into the production department.   

 



 

I was at this job for nearly 6 years, this is the longest time I have been employed, besides 

self-employment.   It was here that I met my ex-husband.   

 

We were beginning to see signs of what was going to happen in the printing industry, and I 

was teaching a little piano in the evenings following my job at the printer.  My ex-husband 

and I were planning to have a family and so I left my printing job and began expanding my 

music business. 

 

Having a family was not meant to be for us as I found I had uterine cancer.  Following 

treatment and many surgeries I had a hysterectomy retaining my ovaries.  Several months 

later the marriage was over, and within 10 months of my hysterectomy I was diagnosed with 

ovarian cancer.  This began the biggest challenge of my life thus far. 
 

With more surgery and chemotherapy my life was saved.  However it was an extremely 

difficult physical and emotional time for me.  I had so much racing through my head: a 

divorce, financial settlement, infertility, when would I be well enough to start working again, 

how would I survive, and for how long would I survive?  In order for the chemotherapy to do 

its job I had to relax and get sleep.  I was prescribed Stilnox of which I became dependent 

upon and eventually had a massive breakdown.   

 

I admitted myself into rehabilitation, cleaned myself up and came out 11 days later. 

I was having breakfast at a café in Pier Street, Altona where a friend spotted me.  He asked 

me what I was doing these days.  I said nothing, and he asked me to come and look at the 

restaurant he and 2 friends were setting up following my breakfast.  I did, he introduced me 

to the Manager who gave me a shirt and I began working there that night.  I was there for 2 

years. 

 

Hospitality is for young people, and I had no free time to catch up with friends or see my 

Mum, and I wondered for how much longer my body could take racing around a restaurant 

floor and bar.  I took a job selling advertising space for a community newspaper.  This was 

the shortest job I have ever had, I was there 3 months, it was also the most soul destroying 

job I have ever had.   

 

My darling David, state school friend and great teenager mate, returned to my life around the 

time of the paper, when I was in a dilemma regarding what to do for employment.  He wisely 

said to me “Nee, I’m a sheet metal worker, that’s what I do; maybe you’re a piano teacher, 

because all I hear from people is how good you were at that” and so I began building “Music 

with Neona” and have in excess of 55 students. 

 

I have now been a Rotarian for 12 months and it is one of the most rewarding experiences 

my life has seen. 

 

 

Neona Stiles nee Connolly 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 



BUSY FEET OUR HOBSONS BAY CLUSTER PROJECT 
Sessions are every Thursday, at Elenya P.A.C. Dance studio 324 Kororoit Creek 

Rd Williamstown. 

Come along and have a look see if it is something you want to participate in. 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

A DAY AT THE RACES 
 

moonee valley city council & rotary 

 

mayoral charity community race day 

 

saturday august 20, 2016 

COST $120 pp 

 

table sponsorship proposal- supporting 

rocan and prostate cancer 

                                                                                                  



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 

CALENDER for august 

 

 

 

 Next Farmers Market BBQ Sunday, August 14th 
 

 
 

 

    



 

 
 

   

 


