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Date 2nd May 2022

Youth Service Month
Welcome Rotarians, partners & friends to the Timeball for the 2nd & 9th May

2ND MAY 2022
Apologies:

Beres Martin, Ish Prasad, Chris James, Paul Morgan, Guy Chatain, Nikolina Mabic, Norm England, Nils
Oman, Kathy Roberts

Guests:
Vashti Sivell, Pepi Meza and Teresa de Fazio from Woods St Community Hub
Presidents Report:.
I want to comment first on the Albury District Conference and hear from the other members who
attended. From my point of view, it was really really worthwhile. I loved the whole conference,
everything about it, the speakers, the atmosphere, the entertainment, and I invite everyone here
to take such conferences seriously and be part of it. Norm is not here due to Covid but I know he
too was most inspired.
Member Announcements:
Eddie. – Advised of 2 upcoming events
• Celebration night for the Rocan Riders to be held on Thursday 12th May at Avington over 50’s
Resort.
• Longest Morning Tea to be held on Thursday 19th May 10.30am – 12 Noon at the Customs House
Hotel

Jo
I loved the conference, loved Albury, brilliant autumn weather, enjoyed hearing from our Governor Dale
and wife Maureen who proposed the theme ‘Together in Albury’. One of the inspiring speakers was
Jennifer Scott from the Rotary Club of Central Blue Mountains and who served as Governor in 2007/08.
She is a lawyer specialising in environment law and conflict resolution, and passionate about peace
building and ecological sustainability. At the end of the conference, she shared some of her reflections.
She said we need to look at “How do we reverse the trend in declining membership – building a club that
meets the members’ expectations, not the other way around”.
I enjoyed the talks from District 9800’s First Peace Fellow, Tania Miletic, and Essan Dileri another Peace
Fellow. Essan, from Afghanistan, was the winner of the Refugee Recognition Record Award in Australia.
Another impressive guest speaker was Lucy Bloom, a changemaker – she said, “fantasise about how things
can go right, rather than how things can go wrong. Start with Fun. Look at your club members, and if they
look like you, that’s not diversity. The words you use in your promotional material need to reflect your
club.” And, of course our own inimitable Murray Verso who spoke on The Foundation assisting your Club
projects. The Showcase booths were fantastic, learning about what other Clubs are doing. It was all so
inspiring I decided I needed more of this and so have booked myself into the international convention in
Houston from 4th to 8th June.

(Jo has volunteered to wear a koala suit at the Melbourne Convention promotional booth in
Houston. … have a cuddle and a photo with the koala! )
Murray.

My interest was the Foundation, we had a session on this. We encouraged clubs to donate to the
Foundation over the weekend and managed to raise $85,000 which was pretty good. We also had a free
coffee stall donated where people donated a gold coin, the funds going towards the Foundation.

Stuart
Stuart is hoping the Club can support a family from the Ukraine. He shared with us an email he received
from Helena Olsen who is billeting the family. Genya a 13 year old boy and his mother, Maryna and sister
Anna (6). They left Poltava in the Ukraine a month ago and slowly settling in. English lessons and
assistance towards a computer for Genya would be appreciated.

Guest Speaker:
Our guest speaker was Vashti Sivell who was also accompanied by Pepi Meza & Dr Teresa De
Fazio and presented on the proposed Music Program at the Wood Community Hub in Laverton
Vashti outlined the purpose of the proposed hub, its values, its progress to date, the reason for
seeking support and the benefits to the community. It is to enable local emerging artists of
Hobsons Bay to develop a career in the music industry with the support of industry professionals;
to offer these artists a professional performance opportunity to showcase original music at a
level to take onto professional venues and booking agencies.
In a nutshell, it is to provide an inclusive community creative co-working space and career
pathways into the industry for youth, emerging artists and marginalised communities; and

….. to provide opportunities for affordable professional mentoring services, equipment and
networking.
The reasons:
• Many studios have recently closed, and professional’s gear is being stored, not used.
• Local schools don’t often have equipment or space to run bands with the experienced
mentors.
• Local schools don’t have music production set-ups for students to compose/produce.
• Emerging artist from lower-socio economic don’t have access to recording equipment to
make demos/records.
• Record labels no longer have artist development teams and emerging artists are expected
to know how to develop their artistry and business without professional input.
What the Hub will offer:
• Mentoring,
• Affordable recording/music production studios/band rehearsal studio
• Community record label release platform
• Marketing strategies, connections to venues, promoters and festivals
• A music library to relax and unwind
• Music product hot desks
• A performance venue
• A space for community to come together
• An inclusive community centre for creatives, musicians, songwriters, producers,
videographers, professionals and educators to work, learn and network
• A community music label that distributes music nationally and internationally for
commercial release, licensing and publishing agreements.

Community Event
On December 10 this year, the Hub will be hosting a live performance event, a free community
music concert downstairs at WSAS (Wood Street Artspace) in Laverton.
This will be live streamed, with professional audio/videography as a special celebration of local
talented artists. The economic benefits will be for the participants with the acquisition of the
professional promotional tools, but also for WSAS and the SoundStep studios in general to get
exposure and bring more visitors and tourists to the area and art space. It will allow their
developing partnership with Rotary, other local businesses, schools, parents and friends an
opportunity to network, enjoy a live show with catering provided and connect the community in
new ways.

The Team
Vashti Sivell has over 20 years of experience as a pianist, producer and educator. She has a
master’s degree in music from Melbourne University and currently lectures at Monash University
in Jazz and Popular Music.

Pepi Meza was awarded the NSW State Premier Award for contribution to the community for his
service in establishing the Riverina’s first community radio station. Pepi is known in Melbourne
more recently for running a Latin live music venue, Station 59 in Richmond.
Mitch Cairns is a multi award winning Producer, Mix Engineer and Musician, a three time ARIA
nominated and two time ARIA winner. Worked with Russell Morris, Leo Sayer, Brian Cadd, Daryl
Braithwaite, Joe Camilleri and many more.
Dr Teresa De Fazio OAM is an Order of Australia recipient in the Queen’s birthday Honours 2021
and was recently elected Committee member of the Order of Australia Association.
Her roles include Commissioner, Victorian Multicultural Commission Board member of Zoos
Victoria, Multicultural Arts Victoria, Edmund Rice Community and Refugee Services
She is an academic and educational leader by background having worked at Victoria University
for many years as well as University of Melbourne and Deakin University.

Vashti, Teresa & Pepi
.

9TH MAY 2022
On the 9th May 16 members & partners attended the RC Altona City meeting in place of our

normal meeting where Kevin Sheedy was guest speaker

Kevin Sheedy AO is a former Australian rules football coach and player in the Australian Football
League. He played and coached in a combined total of 929 games over 47 years from 1967 until
2013, which is a VFL/AFL record. Sheedy was inducted into the Australian Football Hall of Fame in
2008 and on the 29th of May 2018 was elevated to legend status.[1][2]
On the field, Sheedy played for Richmond in the Victorian Football League during the 1960s and
1970s, captaining the side in 1978 and winning three premierships. He then coached Essendon in the
VFL/AFL for nearly three decades from 1981 until 2007, winning four premierships and earning

acclaim for his unusual and creative approaches to promoting the club and the game. In 2009, Sheedy
joined the newly formed Greater Western Sydney as its inaugural AFL coach, and he coached there
from 2012 until 2013.
Kevin spoke of his passion for the game and his innovative ways of coaching, trying to influence
changes to the game and innovative ways of fundraising .He also spoke of working with the RSL to
conceive the first Anzac Day game in 1995 involving Collingwood and the club he coached at the time,
Essendon.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
District Assembly
28th May 2022, 9.00am – 12.00 Noon Virtual Assembly – It is important that Directors attend to set the
scene for the 2022/23 Rotary Year
District Governors Changeover
Saturday 25th June 22, - 12pm Hyatt Place Essendon Fields

The District News Letter will be circulated seperately

CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE
Mon 16 May
Mon 23 May
Sat 28 May

MEETING
Pelicans Landing
Paul Rake Water Projects in Cambodia & Vanuatu
Business Meeting
Board Reports & Council on Legislation
District Assembly (Virtual Assembly)

Mon 30 May

Business Meeting

TIME
7.00pm
7.00pm
9.00am – 12.00 Noon
7.00pm

Topic: Fundraising & Projects
Mon 6 June

Murray Verso

7.00pm

Topic: Evert Rotarian Every Year
Sunday 12 June

Farmers Market

7.30am
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