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Date 4th April 2022

Maternal & Child Health Month
Welcome Rotarians, partners & friends to another edition of the Timeball. This edition covers meetings
held on 4th & 11th April 2022
4TH April Meeting

Apologies:

Beres Martin, Ish Prasad, Hazel Ackland, John Barry, Damien Hynes, Murray Verso

Presidents Report:

Tonight, we would like to honour our long-serving members. Privilege to have people like Chris, Carl and
Eddie to give us an insight of their own Rotary life. It does make a difference to newer and younger
members to hear their stories. They will each present to us later this evening.
On 28 March was Angela’s father, Kevin’s second anniversary since he died. I’d like to make a toast to
Kevin and his 28 years of service to Rotary. He was a great Rotarian.
I have had an email from Elyse Banks – who unfortunately won’t be attending the meetings any longer.
Birthday: Happy Birthday to Nils 4th April
Member Announcements:
Norm. – Club decided to go ahead with the tattslotto fund raising idea. I am setting up the process and
will report back

Eddie. - Received email from HB Council re grants available for projects. Deadline 27 April. Need to think
of something. Will send details of criteria. We can also target May dates.
Our speaker next week is Vashti Sival who is an experienced music performer and teacher who is working
on setting up the expansion of the arts complex at Woods Street Laverton..
No meeting 18th and 25th due to Easter and Anzac Day.

Presentation by Long-Serving Members:

Chris James
Chris was proposed by PDG Des Hosking who told Chris that he could either join the Masons or Rotary.
Chris had heard about some of the rituals in the Masons so Rotary sounded good to him. He was
inducted on 17 March 1998 on the Club’s 39th Charter Anniversary.
At the time of joining, he was a life assurance agent and had made a commitment he would not do
business in the town where he lived. Rotary gave him the opportunity to meet business people in
Williamstown, to make new friends and give back to the community. RCW has provided him and his
family some of the best times and friends he could ever have.
In 1999 on the Club’s 60th anniversary, he became President. He has been involved in some great events.
One that stood out is when PDG Des became DG in 2002 and the club decided it would host the Rotary
District 9800 conference in Bendigo. Was a great success and allowed the club to become stronger.
Chris has served the club in many portfolios – as President, Secretary, Club Service Director, Treasurer and
currently Foundation chairman. He no longer resides in Williamstown and has been approached by other
clubs on the Bellarine peninsula to join, but has never had any intention of leaving the Club.

Carl Hurwood
Carl was inducted on 1 August 1979. He said Rotary as a whole hasn’t changed. However, one of the
things back in the 70’s was what was required of you to become a member – people who owned a
business or had a profession that the Club lacked. No women were members 40 years ago. He returned to
Williamstown after a long absence. Opportunity to join Rotary to make new friends. Hadn’t realised
Rotary was such a worldwide organisation helping underprivileged people. Back when he joined, there
were certain conditions, one of them was wearing a tie and coat. Members were expected to attend 60%
of meetings regularly. There were 74 members when he joined. Object then was to do one major project a
year. He was involved in the planning and financing of ‘Urimbirra’, a residential centre for mentally
disadvantaged people. Funding was done by the members in organising bingo nights and BBQs. He did
every portfolio over the years. During his presidency, women became members. Yvonne Moon, President
1999/2000, who started RoCan became the Club’s first female President. Claude Bury, President 2004/05,
organised HeartStart, the provision of portable defibrillators for children suffering Long QT syndrome.

Eddie Knight
He had a lot of friends and acquaintance in Apex and felt he needed to give back to the community. He
was invited to join both Pt Gellibrand & Williamstown clubs and finally joined RCW in November 1987
after attending two meetings. Over his years of service, he has been involved in many projects: new roof
and extension to Robina Scott Kindergarten, building of an extension to Hazeldean Nursing Home for the
Aged; construction of gazebos for MS House and Wintringham hostel; Christmas children’s party and
Halloween event in the Park. He has found the club to be vibrant and friendly and a privilege to be in
Rotary

For Eddie it’s not been about the accolades that Rotary gives him, it’s more about the benefits and joy it
provides for those less fortunate, and the pleasure received in helping others.
He served as President in 1995-96, 2019-20 and 2020-21. Of his 35 years as a member of RCW, he has
been a Board member for approx. 25 years.
Whilst he has been involved in many Rotary projects, the installation of water tanks at St Joseph’s School
in Western Samoa was a real highlight. This was a District 9800 project called Rotartank, a project to
provide quality drinking water to remote villages in neighbouring developing countries. It took eight days.
The joy and happiness shown by the students when the project was completed made it all worthwhile.
11TH April Meeting

Apologies: Hazel Ackland, Guy Chatain, Irena Celan, Chris James, Angela Grogan, Nikolina Mabic,
Kathy Roberts, Murray Verso
Guests: Bryan Goodwin Rotary Club of Altona City
Charles
Rotary Club of Mossman Sydney
Presidents Report
Norm did a great job at the entrance at Farmers Market at Robertson’s Reserve on Sunday 10 April.
Collected $870 in the donation bucket. Thanks to Nils, Carl, Stu, John, Eddie, George, Damien. (Nils
reported the BBQ made $1200).
Our guest speaker scheduled for this evening is not well. Now scheduled on 7 May.
Tonight, we are going to continue with Club discussion. We’re obviously good at raising money but not
good at spending it. Need to come up with some new ideas.

Announcements:
John
Commended Norm and Daniel setting example to the older members by their activity at the weekend
Farmers Market at Robertson Reserve. Results speak for themselves. (Daniel thought that holding the
donation bucket at gate was more effective with the inevitable human interaction than having the bucket
on a table).
Damien.
Introduced Charles from Rotary Club in Mosman, Sydney. Charles visited the Farmers Market in the
weekend and saw the Rotary BBQ. He thought that a sandwich board with week’s/month’s current
projects would be a good idea to promote the Club’s activities. (Daniel also suggested perhaps having
tables and chairs café style outside our stall would create a bit of class, so people who purchased food
could eat in a relaxed manner.)

Guest Speaker
Bryan Goodwin, Rotary Club of Altona City, spoke passionately about District 9800 Project Ideas Bank
(PIB).

PIB Concepts

•
•
•
•

To showcase successful Vocational Service (VS) projects in D9800 and Zone 8
To assist Clubs to select new VS projects and leverage from others
To provide summaries of what’s possible with contacts
“How to” templates for selected projects provide additional guidance

WYNSPEAK, a youth public speaking competition for secondary school students in the Western Suburbs of
Melbourne, was established to provide students with an opportunity to practice and test their public
speaking skills in front of a live audience. Through this comprehensive program students develop a skill for
life. Since the inauguration of Wynspeak, over 1000 students have participated.
The competition is designed for secondary students who:
• Want to improve their public speaking skills.
• Want to test their public speaking ability against students from other schools.
• Want to compete for cash prizes and trophies for the best speaker
RC Altona City are hosting WYNSPEAK for Hobsons Bay Schools on 5 May over 3 nights & have
enlisted the support of Damien Hynes. They will also be conducting mock interviews at Bayside
college & Altona High.
Bryan also promoted The Kevin Sheedy night and members decided not to hold our regular meeting on
the 9May & instead support the Kevin Sheedy Event at the Altona RSL
DATES TO REMEMBER:
District Assembly
21st May 2022 9.00am – 12.00 Noon Virtual Assembly – It is important that Directors attend to set the
scene for the 2022/23 Rotary Year
District
Conference

Club Events

International Convention

The District News Letter will be circulated seperately

CLUB CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE
Mon 18 April

MEETING
No Meeting Easter Monday

Frid 22 to Sun 24
April
Mon 25 April

TIME

District Conference

3.00pm

No Meeting ANZAC Day

Wed 27 April

Board Meeting
Customs House Hotel

Mon 2 May

6.30 for 7.00pm
7.00pm

Wood Street Music Hub
Vashti Sivell

Sun 8 May
Mon 9 May

Farmers Market

7.30am

Altona RSL
Join Altona City- Kevin Sheedy Event

Mon 16 May
Thurs 19 May
Sat 21 May
Mon 23 May

Pelicans Landing
Paul Rake Water Projects in Cambodia & Vanuatu
Combined Board Meeting
District Assembly (Virtual Assembly)
Business Meeting

7.00pm

9.00am – 12.00 Noon
7.00pm

Board & District Assembly Feedback
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Daniel Keas
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Treasurer
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Community Service
Youth Service
International Service
RoCan

Office Bearers
Bulletin
Public Relations/Protection Officer

Eddie Knight
Brad Saunders

Nils Oman
Daniel Keas
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Peter Gray
Brad Saunders

