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Vocational Service Month 
 
Welcome Rotarians, partners & friends to the start of another year with our first official meeting for 
2022. I hope everyone enjoyed their break and look forward to your contribution as we move into 
the last 6 months of the 2021/22 Rotary year.  
Thanks to those who showed up last week for our preliminary meeting – a dinner at the Siam 
Kitchen. It was a lovely night - this was putting the 4-Way Test into action – Better Friendships, 
getting to know other people in an informal social setting. 
 
Apologies:  
KATHY, NIKOLINA, CHRIS, DAMIEN, ELYSE, CARL, MURRAY & ANGELA 
 
Presidents Report: 
 
I think from now on, we need to look at things seriously – we need to get on with the Rotary 
business.  There are a number of questions we need to ask ourselves - as members, what do you 
want out of our meetings? How do you feel when you walk out of the meeting? Have you 
achieved something for the night?  Has it been beneficial?  What are you interested in? Could be 
a speaker seeking donations from us or someone informing us about something.  It needs to be 
of benefit to us in some way. Appreciate every bit of input from members.  Potential fundraising 
ideas:  I think Norm already has some ideas which we will hear more about.  I also have to look at 
my Committee for next year.   If you think you have something to offer, and I haven’t included 
you, please let me know. So put your thinking cap on. Or maybe suggest someone you know.  
We need to have a general discussion and see how we can build up on every person’s ideas. 
 
Potential Projects 
Important part of what we are about.  Know how we are going to spend money wisely. This is a 
really important part of our existence.   
 
 



Announcements: 
 
Nils 
Collected $760 from Farmers Market ($222 in collection box). 
Had two BBQs in December. On 12 Dec made $900, on 24/12 made $1500 at Bunnings. (Daniel: 
It was my second BBQ and I really enjoyed the cooking, it was easy as John set everything up 
and cleared up, thank you John.  Eddie – on 20 March we have been offered to do another BBQ 
at Bunnings). 
For future meetings, I like the idea of Member Behind the Badge giving a 20 minute talk. 
Hazel 
Starting back with Highland Foundation next week, sorting and packing clothes.   Next step is to 
get another container which can take up to 6 months to prepare, donations, medical equipment, 
etc.  Will let members know when our next packing day is.   (Eddie suggested HF annual report to 
be circulated to members. Daniel encouraged members to help on packing days.)  
Beres. 
I always enjoy a good speaker at the meetings. 
Jo 
Just to bring you up to date with our RYLA candidate, Damien sent out the details of earlier this 
month.  Her name is Vicki Szilagyi from Sunbury, she is a disability carer and studying to be a 
psychologist and will apply for a Master degree in psychology at the end of this year. She also 
volunteers as a biographer writing the life stories of people living in aged care homes,  is a 
facilitator of an anxiety support group, and a teacher’s aid with EdConnect in primary schools. 
Vicki and I share the same EdConnect liaison officer through which I was able to discover Vicki as 
a potential candidate.  (Postscript: RYLA has since been cancelled in February due to Covid and 
will likely resume later on in the year). 
 
Eddie 
This year’s District Conference is 22 to 24 April in Albury.  Earlybird $395 (regular $430). First 
time attendees, $330. Bookings are through Trybooking.  Let me know if interested in order to 
arrange accommodation. 
Received an email from Human and Hope Australia who need a sponsor for a virtual Walk from 
Sydney to Siem Reap, Cambodia.  Details in bulletin. 
Working with Children.  We need all members to have this check.  Some functions involve 
working with children.  Rotary also need two references and to complete a form.  For members 
who have WWC, when renewing I need you to send me an email to say your circumstances have 
not changed. 
Stu 
I’d like to put my name forward to help with HF on packing day and at BBQ.  
Norm 
Prior to induction, I sat down with Eddie, Damien and Stu to have a chat and talk about 
fundraising. Notwithstanding they are a good money maker, maybe we are focusing too much on 
BBQs.  Should we put aside the time at a meeting for fundraising brainstorming, or should we 
have a special meeting at a time when we don’t have a guest speaker?  I can do this next week 
and come up with ideas that I’ve experienced with other fundraising.  Damien also mentioned 
three projects – local and national in March.   
Irena 
Following on from what Norm was saying.  When members tonight spoke on a topic, I thought 
how can this be done in a creative way tied in to finishing off the website. When we do the 
brainstorming session, we need to have the rest of the team here, especially Angela and Nikolina, 
our creatives. Then it is easier to voice what Rotary is about. For instance, at the Bunnings’ 
BBQs, taking photographs and putting a documentary together, making Bunnings feel like they 
are the heroes. And what Hazel is doing for the Highland Foundation, get the camera in on the 
packing days. Having guest speakers to tie in with new members and fundraising.  The younger 
generation are thirsty for seeing the man behind the badge.  



Perhaps have a function where we have a panel of guest speakers and invite people from the 
community to discover who are these characters of make up Rotary, what are their stories. To 
hear all these things that Rotary does. Maybe have different packages on the website for 
membership - A, B or C model. Some people willing to donate but not have the time attend 
meetings. Lots of possibilities, done in a creative way.  Angela and Nikolina came up with great 
ideas but Covid got in the way. We need to re-ignite these ideas. Need to find ways to move and 
inspire people. 
 
Nils 
Irena, on that note, Kathy and I have attended meetings at other Rotary clubs around the world 
(eg Honolulu and in Sweden) and been extremely welcome.  There are 1.2 million Rotarians 
around the world on the same page.  Many people don’t realise that Rotary was behind the UN 
Charter in the late 1940s. There is a power behind Rotary – it’s a matter of being able to tap into 
it. 
Jo. 
A couple of years ago, we discussed having some visual way at the BBQs of letting people know 
what Rotary does (not just sausage sizzles). The idea of a TV was proposed and tried but didn’t 
work. What we need is a banner, with projects Rotary has done.  (Postscript.  Tony Mead of 
Industrial Art in Spotswood is someone I recommend, he has done the signs at The Mill in 
Newport where I live, and many projects in our area.  His partner is involved with the local scouts 
who use the Scout Hall which provides the power we use for the Farmers Market on The Strand). 
Daniel 
One thing can ignite another.  Let’s try to work on a couple of things. I think having a Banner is 
important for future BBQs and outside functions We need to create something that is new and 
easy to understand to be able to reach all our audience.  
Next week bring your ideas for a brainstorming session. 
RYLA 
Advice has been received that the District 9800 RYLA Committee, has made the very difficult 
decision to cancel the RYLA program scheduled for February 13th-19th.  
 
“We understand that this is very disappointing news and after a year of preparation, including a 
postponement, we are truly devastated that we will not be going ahead. We have made the 
decision to cancel rather than postpone again to enable us to have sufficient time before our next 
program which is scheduled for the 27th of November to the 3rd of December 2022 at 
Camp Getaway. All of the participants registered for the February program will be telephoned this 
week by our team to notify them of the decision and  will be offered a place in the December 
program. We encourage clubs to stay in touch with applicants throughout the year.” 
International Women’s Day Event 2022 
“It is with regret and disappointment that the Organizing Committee for the Women in Rotary 
International Women’s Day Breakfast have made the decision to cancel this year's event. 
 There is no doubt that Covid 19 continues to impact greatly on many aspects of life as we 
currently know it, creating uncertainty in what the immediate future holds. 
 We were excited about the concept we were embracing for this year's event and delighted at the 
amazing speakers and panel members we had engaged. To a person they were keen to help us 
examine both the positive and negative aspects we face with the innovation and application of 
technological advances through STEM. 
As such, we are hoping that it may prove possible to run a similar event later in the year, if and 
when conditions are suitable. 
Should that eventuate, any funds raised would be allocated to designated charities approved by 
the Organizing Committee. 
 Supporting each other and learning from the challenges we must overcome at this uncertain time 
will help us all to become wiser, more resilient and able to be of greater value into the unknown 
future. 
Regards, 
Bev Brock OAM (on behalf of the IWD Committee).” 



Dates to Remember: 
 
Presidents-elect Training Seminar (PETS) 
Feb 12, 2022 5:00 PM – 
Feb 13, 2022 4:30 PM 
 
Multi – District PETS / Capability Session 1 – Day 1 
Mar 05, 2022 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
Multi – District PETS / Capability Session 2 – Day 2 
Mar 06, 2022 
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 
DISTRICT 9800 CONFERENCE 2022  

 



 
 
  

The District News Letter will be circulated seperately 
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Rotary Foundation Chris James  RoCan   Brad Saunders 
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DATE 

 
MEETING 

 
TIME 

Mon 31 January 
 

Pelicans Landing 
General Discussion on Club Activities 

7.00pm 

Mon 7 February 
 

Pelicans Landing 
Presentation on Potential Fundraising Activities & 

Projects – Member Discussion & Input 

7.00pm 

Sun 13 February 
 

Farmers Market  7.30 am Set Up 

Mon 14 February 
 

To be advised 7.00pm 


