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Economic & Community Development Month 
 

 
Hello fellow Rotarians & friends. Welcome to our guests AG John Wall & Geoff King President 
of RC Pt Gellibrand. 
 
We had a lively and interesting zoom get together on Monday evening last. 
 
The very first announcement which was unexpected and sad was the passing of our dear 
Judy Hosking, beloved wife of Desmond. Judy was a warm and caring person who loved the 
Rotary club and attended many events. Judy supported her husband Desmond throughout his 
Rotary career. Wishing you Des and your family calm and peace while you go through this 
difficult time 
 
 
Presidents Announcements 
 
Apologies: Peter Gray, Nils Oman Kathy Roberts & Irena Celan 
 
Two anniversaries this week  
 
Guy’s 14th Rotary anniversary, having joined in 2007 and Eddie’s 34th anniversary on November 
1st. Time flies when you’re having fun! 
 
Board Meeting was held last Thursday & Damien was asked to follow up on various programs 
coming up & will also follow up with Council 
 
Club Dinner Daniel is looking at organizing another club dinner in the near future 
 
 



Morning Tea with the DG was held last Sunday 24th October  
 
Members spoke of a fabulous Zoom meeting, packed full of ideas and projects well underway 
with many Rotarians around Melbourne. We got to hear about Emma from South Melbourne 
Rotary and her Blooming Heart Gardening Project, The South Melbourne Bee Garden and 
Street Art and “The Community Employment Partnership”, with Wendy Mc Donald and Patricia 
Wilson called Belonging Matters. 
 Belonging Matters assists people with disabilities to get employment. This has changed their 
lives and is appreciated to by the employers! It is said that the candidates placed by this wonderful 
project perform well, take their new employment very seriously and take less time off than most 
other employees.   
 
Our District Governor introduced several fascinating ladies on their projects and endeavors.  
One lady he interviewed was Sainab Sheik, president of North Melbourne Rotary Club. She spoke 
of her life story and project, building a Mother and Child Health Care Centre called the Royal 
Beled Hawo Hospital in Somalia. 
 
After we watched her podcast, we agreed Sainab should be invited give a talk at our club. 
 
 
Guest Speaker 
 
Our guest speaker was PDG Murray Verso. Murray shared a truly poignant reminder of what 
Rotary is most noted and recognized for, our fight and victory eradiating POLIO around the world. 
This momentous undertaking has saved millions of lives over several generations. Murray 
explained clearly the effects and suffering of this dreadful poliomyelitis virus. Mostly affecting the 
very young, confining them to an iron lung and how it was and still is incurable. In 1978/79 the 
then President of Rotary International Australian Sir Clem Renouf instigated the Polio Campaign 
and Rotary vowed to rid the world of polio. 
October 24th is World Polio Day, named so because it is the birthday of the brilliant American 
researcher Jonas Salk, who led the first team to develop a vaccine against poliomyelitis in 1955. 
Later in 1961, a new version of the vaccine was developed by Albert Sabin. It was the 
monovalent oral polio vaccine. He followed on with a trivalent oral polio vaccine in 1963. With 
each countries governing leaders, the World Health Organization, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, the vast networking coordination of The Rotary organization, the generous 
donations from Bill and Belinda Gates with their two for one grant monetary grant, we delivered 
our promise. The world was cleared of polio by 99%. To date, approximately three billion children 
have been vaccinated against Polio.  
 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 



Announcements 
 
The president welcomed Geoff King President of RC Pt Gellibrand who reported their fund 
raising was well down as they are looking at a Sports Night to replace the Big Bay swim & the 
Pink Breakfast had to be cancelled. They intend to reschedule the Sports Night & Pink Breakfast 
to early next year and have a BBQ at bunnings on November 7th. 
 
Ish Prasad has a project underway in India, helping a school of 70 students and hopes to increase 
the number of students when funding and equipment. The school is called The Bodhi Tree Special 
School for “Differently Abled Children”. It’s located in the holiest of cities in Bodh Gaya, Bihar 
State, Northeast India. The children that attend this school are often referred to as special needs 
children, in the western world, however at this wonderful school, they are referred to as 
“Differently Abled Children”- and judging by the activities and curriculum, they are given, they 
are very much treated as individuals. They are taught a variety of tasks specifically chosen based 
on each child’s special needs. 
It is the intention of the school to focus on a child’s gifts and talents rather than only needs or 
disabilities. They are taught social and emotional skills, eating, dressing, hygiene skills, social 
adjustments and self-respect. The children have a wide variety of vocational training activities 
such as dancing, drawing and even planting herb trees. 
The professional programs taught is another dynamic within the school. These therapies consist of   
speech therapy, physiotherapy, Yoga and even a training program for the parents. This is to help 
them cope and understand their child’s needs. 
The school operates with a strong ethic to bring awareness of “the cancer of discrimination”. 
Funds and financial support have come from a variety of people and organizations with the very 
first donation being from the Dalai Lama of USD $1500. To date $225,000 has been raised. 
Further funds are needed for equipment and recourses to continue this wonderful school and 
increase the number of students thereby helping our differently abled children to gain education 
independence and self-confidence. 
Tribute to Judy Hosking 
 
The following is a tribute to Judy’s involvement with our club and the wonderful support she 
gave Des  
 

VALE JUDY HOSKING 
23 September 1940 - 19 October 2021 

 

 
 



All club members mourn the passing of Judith May Hosking. Judy had had a long and 
wonderful association with Rotary, not only through the Williamstown Club but also 
throughout District 9800. 
 
Since Des’s induction into Rotary in 1975, their involvement together in Rotary had been 
a true partnership. 
 
Throughout Des’ distinguished Rotary career, Judy supported hm in whatever office he 
undertook, including Club President in 1984-85 and District Governor in 2002-2003. 
 
Judy attended most social functions that the Williamstown Club held, and she took a keen 
interest in the Clubs activities and endeavors. Judy understood and supported Rotary’s 
commitment to service above self. She was liked by all who knew her. 
 
Frequently, Judy assisted Des with various Rotary board and committee meetings held in 
their Newport home. She was always a warm and gracious host and a good secretary.  
 
Over the years, Judy and Des home hosted Rotary youth exchange students for around 
three months at a time. Later, when Des was a member of the District Youth Exchange 
committee, Judy enjoyed the contact with more exchange students. Judy loved the 
fellowship and the friendships that were created with these vibrant young people.  
 
 
Judy provided Des with tremendous support during his year as District Governor as they 
visited every club in the district, attended various functions throughout District 9800 and 
hosted the 2003 District Conference in Bendigo. Judy’s quiet charm and her friendly 
demeanor won her many friends throughout the district. She in turn enjoyed the 
experience tremendously. 
 
For her many years of keen involvement with Rotary, the Williamstown Club awarded 
Judy with a Paul Harris Recognition in 2009. District 9800 added a Paul Harris sapphire 
recognition in 2013. 
 
As well as her Rotary involvement, Judy was for a time a member of the Home Road 
Newport Kindergarten Committee. In 1992, she became a charter member of the Inner 
Wheel Club of Williamstown She served on the club’s committee of management in 
various capacities, including club president in 2007-08. 
 
Judy and Des moved to live at Hopetoun Park near Bacchus Marsh in 1975. We were all 
sorry to see them leave. 
 
Judy is survived by her devoted husband Des, her children Daryl, Dianne and Trudy, 
partners Stewart and Kerri, six grandchildren and two great grandchildren. 
 
We extend our deepest sympathies to them at this very sad time. 
 
 
Western Emergency Relief Network 
 
Following is the latest WERN Story to date is attached. Over 7,000 people supported to date, 
over 57,000 items re-gifted and saved from landfill and our Clubs and Volunteers have put in 
over 17,200 hours to make it all happen. 
 
 



 



Volunteering Opportunities 

 
• Help is needed on the District Public Image team. A great opportunity to help, learn, 

share and make a difference across the District. 

• Help is needed on the production of the District Networker. It could be planning the 
layout, content, stories etc. Come find out more about this fun opportunity. :) 

• And we are looking for an Online Event Coordinator such as creating fun 'Morning Tea 
with DG'. Is that you? :) 

If you would like to know more about the above opportunities, please contact Sandi Fulcher, 
District Club Service Chair to find out more detail about these great opportunities. 

And if you have a volunteering opportunity that you would like to share, please contact Sandi 
at sandi.fulcher@rotary9800.org 

 Dates to Remember 
 

• PRESIDENT ELECT Q& A Session 3 – NOV 20 - 10AM – 11AM 

• 29TH ANNUAL PAUL HARRIS BREAKFAST – NOV 23  - 7.30AM – 9.00AM 

• MORNING TEA with the DG  -  NOV 27 -  10AM – 11.15AM 

 
 



• Multi- District PETS / Capability Session 2-Day1. – MARCH 5 – 9.00AM – 12.00PM 

• Multi- District PETS / Capability Session 2-Day 2. – MARCH 6 – 9.00AM – 12.00PM 

• President – Elect / Capability Session 3  APRIL 9  -  10.00AM – 12.00PM 

 

The District News Letter will be circulated seperately 
    
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
Board of Directors 2021-2022 
 
President  Stan Panten  Treasurer  Nils Oman 
Secretary  Eddie Knight  President Elect  Daniel Keas 
Club Service  Paul Morgan  Community Service Guy Chatain 
Membership  Damien Hynes  Youth Service  Damien Hynes 
Vocational Service George Papazisis International Service Peter Gray 
Rotary Foundation Chris James  RoCan   Brad Saunders 
 
Office Bearers 
 
Bulletin     Angela Grogan 
Public Relations/Protection Officer  Brad Saunders 

 
DATE 

 
AUGUST CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 
TIME 

 
Mon 8 November 
 

 
RCW Meeting, Pelicans Landing 
 

 
7.00pm 

 
Mon 15th 
November  

 
RCW Meeting, Pelicans Landing 
 

 
10.00 – 11.30am 

 
Sat 20th 
November 

 

President Elect Q&A  Session 3 

10.00 – 11.00am 
 

Thurs 25th 
November 

Board Meeting Altona RSL 
 
 

7.00pm 
 

Sat 27 November 
 

Morning Tea with the DG 
 

10.00- 11.00AM 


