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Date 21 June 2021

Fellowship Month
President’s Report
Apologies.
John Barry, Hazel Ackland, Tony Boyd, Peter Gray, Damien Hynes, Nikolina Mabic, Murray Verso, Jo
Walker, Fred Grundy, Irena Celan, Beres Martin
Birthdays: Des Hosking - 23 June; Fred Grundy – 27 June
Anniversaries: Nils Oman and Kathy Roberts – 25/06/10; Daniel Keas – 28/06/19
•

Club Changeover - Friday 25 June @ Seaview Restaurant 6.30 for 7.00pm

•

District Governor Changeover - has been rescheduled from Sun 27 June to Sat 10 July due to Covid
attendance requirements. Details of venue & timing remain the same.

•

I have submitted an application for funding to the West Gate Neighbourhood Fund. The
application was for our Halloween Party. An amount of $13,220 has been applied for, with a Club
contribution to the project of $1500. The club will need to set up a committee to start planning
for the event as a registration of interest needs to be submitted to Council by mid-July.

•

There won’t be a meeting on the Monday after the changeover (28th June) or the 5th July. The 5th
July meeting will be substituted by a club dinner on Wednesday 7th July.

•

This is my last official general meeting as President and I would like to thank members for their
support during these testing times. This has made my job easier and for those that are not
attending the changeover, I ask that you give your full support to our incoming President Stanley.

•

I will be on holidays after the changeover and missing the dinner on 7 July and meeting on 12 July.

BOARD REPORT
•

Board agreed to introduce a chairperson for each meeting. The chairperson will replace the
Sergeant and be responsible for running the meeting in a similar way to the sergeant. The
chairperson will be on a rotating basis and be required to find an alternative person if they are
unable to be chairperson on the allocated day.

•

At our zoom meeting on 27 July 2020, the issue of a $5 cost for attending each zoom meeting was
discussed, and members generally agreed to implement the $5 cost. No invoices were sent out as
attendance was not recorded. The issue was raised at the board meeting as few members have
paid the $5/zoom since that date. The board felt that to be fair, a base cost of $50/member be
implemented for regular attendees. Where members have been irregular attendees and attended
less than 10 meetings, the board would leave it to the honesty of those members. $50 will
therefore be included as an additional item on the invoice for 2021/22 fees that will be distributed
shortly.

•

The board agreed to express interest to the district to run a Vision Session. The session would
most likely be on a Saturday and take 4-5 hrs and ALL MEMBERS would be encouraged to attend.

•

The board finalised its contributions/donations for the 2020/21 Rotary year as follows:
Club Contribution to the Rotary Foundation
$3000
Club Contribution to End Polio
$ 600
Donation to The Cambodian MEC Project
$1850
These were additional to other contributions of approx. $14,000 made during the year.

•

I would like to thank Irena, Nikolina & Angela for the enthusiasm they have shown in looking at
different ways of attracting new members and promoting the work of our club and Rotary. They
have agreed to report back to the club in 3-4 weeks.

•

Tonight is a Club Day and Stan will chair the meeting and ask directors to report.

Membership report - Damien Hynes
We have inducted Angela into the club. Also a newly inducted member, Elyse, has presented behind the
badge. A prospective new member, Iswar Prasad, has presented a template for asking for new members
to attend a meeting. This was presented at one of our meetings by Eddie for discussion. It may be another
strategy worth looking at. Iswar will be moving to Williamstown in July and is from the Albert Park club.
Eddie and I have had an informal meeting with him.
A strategy that was suggested to encourage people finding out about Rotary was to promote at the
Farmers Market. I had a sign printed and hung near the payment area of the BBQ with the wording What
do Rotarians do? Ask us!! Unfortunately no one asked. It may be worth having a set cause for the funds
for a day and advertise the cause that that day’s funds will go to.
There are some prospective new members already to have attended our meetings such as Stuart who has
helped out at the BBQ. I tend to think personal approach is the best option. I would like to see the
mentoring aspect discussed as well. We are still working towards a more personal approach to the
webpage.

Youth report – Damien Hynes.
A successful peace pole celebration was held at Newport Lakes Primary with Eddie and Murray presenting
on the topic. Members present were Jack, Hazel, Eddie, Murray, myself and my wife, Laurel. The details
were given to the local paper but no articles have emerged as yet.
Newport Lakes are proposing to have a Wheelchairs for Kids’ fund raiser in September and have asked
that the Rotary Club supply a BBQ. Details are a long way off. We have agreed to be the sponsoring club.
Two successful programs where we have sponsored youth in the past are National Youth Science Forum in
January for which is a residential camp at a university. RYLA camp has been very successful for our
applicants.
I have spoken to the new Manager of Youth for Hobsons Bay who is keen to attend a meeting to explain
where there is a need for youth support and hopefully where we can help. Also, I was on the board of
the Community that Cares program which scientifically analysed the youth needs in Hobsons Bay. Jodi
Barry chaired and ran the program and she is keen to attend and explain the research done and what
programs are currently in use.

International Report May/June - Hazel Ackland
The Highlands Foundation container has finally left Altona, on its way to Kompian PNG. How long it will
take to get to its final destination is not known. Our sorting donations of clothing will resume when our
Covid restrictions are lifted. It has been enjoyable and frustrating at times, packing days with very limited
access to the Scout Hall. A big thanks to Stephen Brydson for his help when muscle power was needed.
This was the 15th container that the Highlands Foundation has sent to PNG. Now it’s time to start
working on donations to start our next container.

Community Service - John Barry
The last twelve months have been quite difficult with the uncertainty due to the ongoing Covid Pandemic.
As a consequence, our regular projects have either been cancelled or severely restricted. However due to
the efforts of especially President Eddie, Damien and George, the Rotary Club of Williamstown has
embarked on three local community projects to celebrate 100 years of Rotary Service in Australia.
The first project a joint project between The Rotary Clubs of Altona, Williamstown & Yarraville and was
completed in April. After the RC Altona were made aware of the Avery Children and the issue that they
and other mobility challenged children faced at Williamstown North Primary School, we determined a
course of action and got to work. With funding provided by Altona, Williamstown & Yarraville Rotary Clubs
and a grant from The Rotary Foundation we were able to rework an existing cubby house in the yard and
make it accessible to both mobile and immobile students. The project has been a great success with the
student population embracing the improved facility and the Avery Family thrilled with the outcome and
full of praise for Rotary in taking the time, compassion & care in making a difference. Below is a picture of
the cubby house before and after the work along with a picture of the Avery Children with some of the
Rotarians involved. A big thanks to our contractor, Papazisis Building Group P/L, for their hard work and
eye for detail and for the Rotarians who assisted with various tasks.
The second project is the construction of a Bird Hide in the Jawbone Conservation Reserve at
Williamstown. This is a joint project between Parks Victoria, Friends of Williamstown Wetlands & the
Rotary Club of Williamstown. It is a hand- on project financed by the Rotary Club of Williamstown with a
local grant from the Rotary Foundation. The project fully supported by Parks Vic & the Friends of
Williamstown Wetlands group aims to improve visitor experience of the area by providing increased
viewing opportunities of the jawbone salt marsh and freshwater lakes system and the resident bird life.

The project consists of construction of a timber bird hide with viewing steps, construction of a new section
of gravel path, construction of a new section of fence and relocation of an existing gate, installation of a
new seat with a view to the bay and planting of indigenous plants together with interpretive signage.
The project commenced on 1 May and will be completed by the end of May.
The third project involved the installation of a peace pole at the Newport Lakes Primary School. Members
of the Rotary Club of Williamstown and the Early Act Club at the Newport Lakes Primary School were
pleased to unveil a peace pole at the school on Wednesday 12th May. The promotion of international
understanding and global peace are important to Rotarians, and in the centenary year of Rotary in
Australia, 100 peace poles are being donated to 100 schools around the country. Each peace pole serves
as a silent
reminder to
those who see
it to reflect on
the meaning
of peace.
Further to
these projects
we have
recognised
the need to
research and
understand
the local
community,
relating to
geographical,
socio
economic and
age groupings so as to determine the style and scope of projects into the future. My thanks to our
members for their contribution and help in these difficult times and hopefully the new Rotary year will be
more fruitful.

Treasurer’s Report

**Stan also provided a slide on the board members and club officers to be included in the new directory
and requested members assist Paul Morgan with obtaining speakers for our meetings.

Rotary District 9800 - Changeover Lunch

Come and celebrate at the District Changeover event. Farewell Philip and his Team and welcome
in Dale and his Team.
The event will include a two course lunch, drink on arrival and two bottles of wine on each table.
Parking is free opposite the hotel or $5.00 in the hotel car park.
Arrive at midday for a 12.30pm start.
On Saturday 10 July 2021 at 12:00 PM to 3:30 PM
Due to COVID restrictions, we have had to postpone the event from June 27 as previously
advertised until July 10.
Location

Hyatt Place Melbourne, Essendon Fields
1 English Street, Essendon Fields, Victoria 3041
Booking details

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=759723&

Ready for Lift Off?!! We are ….
On behalf of the Host Organization Committee, we cannot wait to welcome Rotarians and
guests to Houston and the great State of Texas for the 2022 Rotary International
Convention. The saying goes that everything is “Bigger”, “Better” and “Friendlier” in Texas,
and the goal of the Houston Host Organization Committee is to have each of you feel that
every moment as our guest while in Houston! From the humble beginnings of this great city,
Houston has been led by “People of Action” who have taken this City to great heights including,
to the moon and back.
The City has plenty of activities to keep you entertained. Visit Space Center Houston, the home
of Johnson Space Center and the Astronauts. Enjoy a night at the theater. Houston features a
world class symphony, opera, ballet and permanent theater company. World class museums
are within a short ride from the convention center. Of course, you can watch the 2017 World
Series Champion Houston Astros at Minute Maid Park which is walking distance from the
Houston Convention Center.
Houston is one of the most diverse cities in the world with a vast range of cultures. Houston’s
diversity has resulted in some of the world’s best cuisine. Houston’s vast array of restaurants
include Creole, Chinese, Thai, Vietnamese, Italian, African, Caribbean, Argentinian and of
course our very own Tex-Mex and world famous BBQ, to name a few.
Stay tuned to this website for some exciting things to look forward to during your trip to
Houston!
We look forward to welcoming each of you personally to Houston in June of 2022!!

PDG Rhonda Kennedy
Chair Host Organization Committee 2022

Order your copy of Rotary’s centenary book now.
Over 500 pages!
Humanity in Action – Celebrating 100 years of Rotary in Australia and island neighbours –
published on April 1, 2021, just in time for official centenary celebrations on April 20-22..
(Williamstown gets a mention for a project in PNG that George was involved with 20 years ago.)
However, the high cost of production and printing limits the size of the print run to 4000 at this
time and, after district commitments are fulfilled, remaining books will be sold on a ‘first in’ basis
for $25 each, including GST (plus postage of $10, which will vary for multiple book orders).
Orders for clubs or individuals should be placed via:
PDG Harry Durey,
Secretary
Zone 8 Institute History and Archives Committee
Email: hdurey@bigpond.com
BSB: 633000, Acc: 147294557
Ref: Rotary Book – Invoice number (provided by Harry with pre-order)

Inner Circle Entertainment G

CLUB CHANGEOVER 25 JUNE 2021 – Eddie Knight
Paul Morgan was our MC for the evening and was an excellent MC.
We were honoured to have our Past DG Des Hosking open our 71 st changeover with the Rotary Invocation
& District Governor Philip Archer, proposing a toast to Rotary International & Australia.
WELCOME ROTARIANS, MEMBERS OF INNERWHEEL and GUESTS TO OUR 71st CHANGEOVER
We have some special guests tonight
•
•
•
•
•

District Gov Phillip Archer
President of Inner Wheel Valmai Moran
President RC Altona Craig Ryder
President RC Yarraville Aaron De Buhr
and our own Past District Gov Des Hosking

and thank you to all our guests for coming along and supporting our changeover
APOLOGIES
Fred Grundy, Beres Martin, Nikolina Mabic, Brad Saunders and PDG Murray Verso
Murray sent his best wishes for the changeover and thanks to members who have sent messages to him.

YEAR IN SUMMARY
I want to start by thanking the club for having the confidence in allowing me to continue as President for
the Centenary Year of Rotary in Australia. It has been an honour and privilege to serve as your president
again in a year interrupted by lockdowns and restrictions.
I have been amazed at the way both our district and our club have continued to connect with each other
and plan projects during the lockdowns, and I congratulate both Past DG Grant Hocking and DG Phillip
Archer on the way they have led our District through this pandemic.
As part of our planning to improve our club during my two years, we carried out a club health check in
August 2019, and undertook a membership satisfaction survey in July 2020. Both these surveys identified
membership, meeting structure and lack of local projects a priority and set the focus for the 2020/21 year.
We set up a membership and project subcommittee to address these issues and while we were unable to
undertake physical activities due to Covid restrictions, we were able to plan and connect with local
organisations and establish some local projects.
•
•
•
•

We were able to link in with Parks Vic and Friends of Williamstown Wetlands to construct a bird
hide in the Jawbone Conservation Reserve in the Rifle Range.
We undertook a joint project with RC Altona and Yarraville to alter a cubby house at North
Williamstown State School to enable two physically challenged children to gain access to the
playground and cubby house.
We worked with the Newport Lakes Primary Early Act club to establish a peace pole in their
Sensory Garden.
and … we are still in discussion with the Council to undertake a playground recycling program and
tree planting.

While the pandemic has restricted the club’s fundraising capacity over the last two years, we still
managed to put approx. $28,000 back into the community and Rotary Foundation in 2019/20 and approx.
$ 18,000 in 2020/21
Some of the projects we have funded include:
2019/20 Projects

$

FORaMeal Project

800

Halloween Event

3835

PNG Highlands Foundation

4955

Rotary Foundation Annual Fund

3000

Australian Rotary Health

1000

End Trachoma 2020

3000

WERN Bushfire Relief

3500

DIK

1000

2020/21 Projects

$

Holy Trinity Food Relief

1000

Cubby House Alterations and
Bird Hide

10,000

Rotary Foundation Annual Fund

3000

The Cambodian MEC Program

1850

(MEC(Meningoencephalocele) is the protrusion of the brain and cerebral fluid through the front of the
skull, most likely related to nutrition conditions and environment and generally results in the individual
being outcast.)
Also, after Yvonne Moon’s passing, the board made a commitment to see Yvonne’s dream followed
through, and as restrictions eased we were able to hold the inaugural Yvonne Moon Memorial Bike Ride in
March this year in support of Rocan and the Wellness Centre which has raised approx. $72,000.

On Membership
As any president knows, one of the great privileges in your presidential year is the induction of new
members. And it has been my pleasure to induct seven new members over the last two years (two in
2019/20 and five in 2020/21).
Finally, I want to express my appreciation and thanks to the work and support given to me by Murray
Verso. As well as his multiple roles with the district he has hosted 38 zoom meetings since the pandemic
set. He has done such a professional job in setting up and hosting the meetings and keeping the club
connected and informed on current topics and Rotary Information
In closing I’d like to sincerely thank my board for the support they have given me over my two years as
president and would like to thank them with a small gift.

PRESENTATIONS
Eddie assisted by District Gov Philip Archer presented Jo Walker and Damien Hynes with Paul Harris
recognitions for their continued work and significant contribution to the Club and Rotary in general.
We also celebrated our Past District Governor Des Hosking’s milestone 80th birthday with a cake. Des has
been a wonderful member of our club with approx. 40 years’ service and is a wonderful ambassador for
Rotary.
INDUCTION OF INCOMING PRESIDENT
Pres Eddie then inducted new President Stan and Waraporn Panten, presenting Stan with his new meeting
badge and the Chains of Office and Waraporn with a small gift.
Stan then responded by presenting Eddie with his Past President’s badge and Rhonda with a small gift and
went on, accompanied by DG Phillip Archer, to present Past Pres Eddie with a Paul Harris recognition.
Stan explained how he was introduced to Rotary through the Pirates Tavern and volunteering to help with
a sausage sizzle at the Tavern, and he then introduced the new Rotary theme for 2021/22 “Serve to
Change Lives” and summarised his objectives for the year:
•
•
•
•

He wants to maintain flexible meeting formats.
Continue with local projects and current programs
Continue to look at ways to increase our membership
Support the Cambodian MEC Program.

Stan concluded by introducing his new Board and the evening continued with live music.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Fri 25 June

Changeover Dinner at Seaview Restaurant

Mon 28 June

NO MEETING

Wed 7 July

Club dinner Royal Motor Yacht Club, Nelson Place,
Williamstown.

6.30 for 7pm

Sat 10 July

Rotary District 9800 Changeover. Hyatt Place
Convention Centre, Essendon Fields. $65.

12 for 12.30-3.30pm

Mon 12 July

RCW Pelicans Landing

7pm

Mon 19 July

RCW Pelicans Landing

7pm

July birthdays
Stan Panten
Hazel Ackland
Elyse Banks
Kathy Roberts
Steve Brydson

6.30 for 7pm

July anniversaries
7 July
8 July
11 July
29 July
30 July

Brad Saunders
Jo Walker
Jack Tahi

2 July 2004
6 July 2018
20 July 2009

Board of Directors 2021-2022
President
Secretary
Club Service
Membership
Vocational Service
Rotary Foundation

Stan Panten
Eddie Knight
Paul Morgan
Damien Hynes
George Papazisis
Chris James

Office Bearers
Bulletin
Public Relations/
Protection Officer

Angela Grogan
Brad Saunders

Treasurer
President Elect
Community Service
Youth Service
International Service
RoCan

Nils Oman
Daniel Keas
Guy Chatain
Damien Hynes
Peter Gray
Brad Saunders

