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President’s Report 

Apologies. Roger Banks, Jan Allen, Guy Chatain, Peter Gray, Chris James, Irena Celan, Nikolina Mabic, 
Beres Martin, Hazel Ackland 
 
Special welcome to our Past District Governor and President Des Hosking, Ann Bury (Claude Bury’s 
wife) and Diane Dilks (from Altona North Probus).  Des will be presenting on our HeartStart program 
started by Claude. 
 

• Firstly, thanks to PDG Des for the work you did on restoring the Ronnie Goldberg seat and 
plaque at the HMAS Yarra Memorial (photos are in this bulletin). 

• I have received some more information on the R100 Great Youth Challenge which I will 
circulate to all members. Discussion later on whether we participate. Will also contact 
cluster Clubs. 

• 24-30 April is World Immunisation Week and the Club is encouraged to educate and 
comment on misinformation about vaccinations. 

• Board meeting on 1 April – agreed to a Capital Investment Fund proposal which Chris James 
suggested to us. 

• Changeover – we are looking at Friday 25 June – venue still to be decided. 

• Easter Saturday BBQ at Bunnings – made $1000 on the day. 
 
John: After we completed the cleaning up of the Rocan block at Werribee, Daniel commented that it 
was such a good feeling especially when it’s for a good cause.  With Daniel and JB were Fred, Eddie, 
Steve and Irena.  Well done, crew! 
 
Jo. For those of you not there last night, the memorial for Yvonne was fantastic. Great 
entertainment, food, speeches.  This time next week I’ll be in Auckland for roughly 5-6 weeks. I’ll 
continue to assemble the bulletin from there. 
 
Fred. As Jo mentioned, it was a fabulous night at the Yarraville Club.  The Rotary Club of Werribee 
donated $2000 to Rocan.  We made $855 clear with ticket/CD sales and Silent Auction sales above 
costs were a bonus as it wasn’t to be a fundraiser.  But great for Rocan.  It was a fitting day for 
remembering Yvonne and RoCan’s 21st anniversary.   



 
Brad.  Re last Thursday night at Avington, I want to thank all the riders and sponsors who came 
along.  The evening went very well and it looks like we have a full contingent for next year with 
supporters as well. 
 
In relation to last night’s event, it was great to see all those people there. Fred did a great job. 
Highlight for me was Kathy and Nils dancing. 
 
Murray: The final word on the upcoming Peace Symposium – it’s on next week, Wednesday 21st 
afternoon and Thursday 22nd morning. $66. You don’t have to sit through the whole lot, but just pick 
the eyes out of it, and you can choose the workshops to attend.  It will be a very special event and 
we hope we are able to record it to be able to play various snippets at Club meetings.  Register by 
Friday. Details in the bulletin.  
 
Damien: Inner Wheel is holding a Trivia night on Saturday 21 May at the Altona Sports Club.  
 
Also, next week’s speaker is Phil Thompson who will be talking on buying the old Goorambat primary 
school just out of Benalla and turned into a veterans’ retreat. 
 
Nils: Going back to the Memorial, for those of you here that are new and did not meet Yvonne, she 
was a remarkable person, always happy and smiling. She had health problems and might be away for 
a month at a time, but she never talked about it. 
 
BBQ at Farmers Market, netted $396 and $470 in the donations bucket. 
 
 
 

Guest speaker Des Hosking: 

It’s been four years since I’ve got up before an audience.  I joined Rotary back in 1975 at a time when 
there were 60 members, who were very adamant and hard-working business people.  I was 34 when 
I joined, the youngest member at the time.  In those days you were ‘invited’ to a meeting and my 
invitation came from three local Rotarian businessmen. 

I was involved in many projects - fund raising was a big part, and because I was young and 
enthusiastic, members thought I could sell sand to the Arabs!  For seven years I was involved in 
Bingo which was a new program brought to Victoria in 1975 - every Thursday night at the Town Hall 
and also at the Reception Centre in Ferguson Street.  In 1980 I left for 12 months, due to an illness in 
the family, then returned in 1982. I was President 1984-1985. I assisted in the 1989 District 
Conference with David Hills in Adelaide.  And later in the Rotary Youth Exchange project.  

In 1997 I changed over to Point Gellibrand because I had a workload that didn’t allow me to come to 
the meetings at lunchtime. I was then involved with the Geoff Bird District Conference in 
Queensland in 1998.   I returned to this Club in 1999 and Barry Dyer, who was a member of RCW – 
was a pusher for my nomination for DG.  So in 2002-2003 I became District Governor.  I held a 
conference in Bendigo in 2003.  Many years of happy times and lots of projects including the 
arranging of the purchase of your BBQ van which replaced the wearisome trailer loading and 
unloading and storage.   Towards the finish of my time in 2016 I assisted Murray as his Chairman 
when he was District Governor for his conference in Tassie. 

So that’s a bit of my background.  In 2016 I retired to Baccus Marsh.  



At this point, I would like to welcome Anne Bury to the meeting, she is the wife of a dear friend of 
mine and the force behind a man I am about to mention and someone who kept him in line most of 
the time.   I made contact with Claude Bury in 2000. He was my buddy and cohort during my build-
up to DG and assisted with my PETS program and also my District Secretary.   

He was a very experienced man on the computer and assisted, not only the District – which had seen 
him as District Communications Officer 2000-2001, but also helped with the Club’s bulletin, my 
conference pamphlets and all the outgoing communications preparing for the conference and the 
Club’s booklets. 

Claude had been with Rotary since he joined Laverton in 1990 – he was President in 2000 – he 
instigated in changing the name to Laverton-Point Cook to reflect the residential growth in the Point 
Cook area.  His club was involved with the Royal Children’s Hospital – with a yearly program to assist 
families of sick children. This was his contact into the future. 

Claude’s health had been affected by a heart problem and he had a cardiac arrest which resulted in 
him having a combined pacemaker/defibrillator fitted. This was the culmination of three heart 
attacks – two quadruple bypasses due to an episode where his heart had stopped for eight minutes. 
Through all of this he had enjoyed an annual visit to Queensland for his favourite pastime of fishing. 

Taking all of this in, you can understand his enthusiasm for a program that would assist others in 
maintaining a heartbeat. Claude undertook to start a program to provide defibrillators to families 
and children with cardiac problems.  He set about making them available through the Royal 
Children’s Hospital – talking to clubs and groups of the need to make a portable defibrillator 
available. 

As he struggled to get the message across, he spoke to Australian Rotary Health Research and gained 
a research grant to enable Dr. Andrew Davis to study genetic testing of children at risk of inherited 
cardiac arrhythmias in 2006-2008.   His personal input to provide some of the first units to several 
families, so allowing the freedom for their children to go outside and enjoy an active lifestyle with 
the backup of the unit. 

As time went by, due to a growing interest in these units, the close contact with the Royal Children’s 
Hospital and several providers of the unit, Claude requested the club to take on the program, which 
it did. The first one he bought was $4000, now they are down to around $2000 due to advances in 
technology. 

Claude personally formed a Foundation so as able to provide tax concessions for gifts. His 
persistence at every opportunity saw him displaying and promoting the need for these units. He 
spoke at length to then Premier, Steve Bracks, and convinced him to undertake the provision of 
funds to provide five units to schools in the Hobsons Bay area – this led to it becoming a full on 
program by this club and Claude’s undertakings to provide all schools in the Hobsons Bay area with a 
defibrillator.  

The Foundation would greatly benefit from the funds that were raised.    He sold them to the Royal 
Navy Dockyard owner which was BAE, to fishermen in Queensland, to Car Rally groups and 
continued support for the Royal Children’s Hospital for the sale of these units.  During all the time 
Claude was the catalyst of their installation, training and delivery throughout Australia. The Rotary 
Club of Williamstown had golf days, money spinners and even down to the sale of coffee to 
Rotarians at our BBQ days.  

The program is a legacy to his persistence, a program that the Government finally realised was 
essential and has taken on the task to provide units. The program is estimated to have had over 
$450,000 in turnover in the time since its inception. 



Since the passing of Claude in Sept 2017 the funds have laid dormant.  The remaining Directors - 
Chris James, Carl Hurwood and I - have not had a call to use the monies held.  Then just recently 

there were three requests – to supply 
assistance to Rotary Club of Dromana, plus an 
engineering group that had a mini train track in 
the Croydon area. And finally a request from 
the Altona North Combined Probus Club in Jan 
2019.  The President, Diane Dilks, who is 
present tonight, forwarded a letter of request 
to President Eddie who enquired if the 
HeartStart Foundation had funds, and the 
Foundation agreed to supply the unit and 
started to arrange same.  Then came Covid and 
it was decided to hold off – come 2020 and we 
started the process again. So tonight we are in 
the position to present an AED unit to the 
Probus group for their members.    

Presentation to Diane.  

Diane: Thank you, Des. Our club members don’t know about this yet, so I’ll have much pleasure in 
letting them know we have our own defibrillator and that someone will come to the Club to show us 
how to use it.  In recent times in the media one of the Wiggles was saved with a defibrillator and 
there’s been lots of examples to show how good this device is. 

Des. So in closing, could I add, although Claude’s health had been failing for a long time, it was his 
persistence that gave us this opportunity.  He was always grateful that the defibrillator, for which he 
was such a passionate advocate, had given him an extra 20 years of life.  We know that he lived life 
to its fullest and he hoped others had the same chance – children and adults alike. 

The Foundation in 2016 was in the throes of winding down and any funds donated were to be 
forwarded to the Rotary Club of Williamstown to monitor and manage into the future.  So I would 
like to, on behalf of the Foundation, Trustees and Directors, to present a cheque for $1421 from the 
HeartStart Foundation.  All accounts and obligations have been cleared and closed, so as such is 
finished. 

As Secretary and behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank the members of the Rotary Club of 
Williamstown and all contributors for their participation in this program. 

Eddie. Thank you very much, Des, for coming along tonight to give us this presentation.  (To 

members) Des has always been a great contributor and he deserves everything he’s got from his Paul 

Harris award. 
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District Governor's Message 

The Next Generation of Rotarians  

The Next Generation of Rotarians 

Following on from last week’s special conference edition 
of Networker, I am delighted to see so many Rotarians have 
now booked for ‘Virtual Victoria’. It is important to book for 
both the Virtual Victoria 
Multi District Conference and District 9800’s Breakout 
Session/Showcase is on Saturday 1st May and I particularly 
encourage you to participate, especially by also inviting your 
sons, daughters, grandchildren, nephews and nieces to join 
you for the gourmet BBQ and Rotary project showcase. What a 

privilege to have them as part of this in-person event…to see 
what you do in Rotary and the wonderful projects in which you 
are involved. 

I have been constantly amazed when I meet the sons and 
daughters of Rotarians who have been in awe of their parents’ 
involvement in the incredible array of Rotary projects that 

make such a difference to the lives of others. There is no doubt that they are waiting to 
be asked to join in. So, let’s bring them to the Rotary Conference Showcase and 
encourage them to think about becoming part of Rotary’s future.    

This month sees the online Rotary Peace Symposium with an incredibly impressive line-
up of speakers. In celebration of its centenary in Australia, Rotary has invited leaders in 
peace and conflict resolution to provide perspectives on challenging global and domestic 

issues and how we can all contribute towards building a more peaceful world over the 
next 100 years. Don’t miss booking for this event to hear from such pre-eminent 
speakers as Nobel Peace Prize winner José Ramos-Horta, President of East Timor - 2007 
to 2012; Associate Professor Tilman Ruff AO, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 2017 
for his work on nuclear disarmament; Emma Leslie AM, the Executive Director of the 
Peace & Conflict Studies Centre in Cambodia and who was nominated for the Nobel Prize 
in 2005; and, Natascha Hryckow, Coordinator UN Panel of Experts on Somalia. 

And, another event reminder is for Morning Tea with the DG on Saturday 17th April. You 
won’t be disappointed with the speakers we have for this event either. 

Enjoy the week ahead – don’t forget to book for our amazing events! 

Rotary District 9800 Governor Philip Archer 
   

 

http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50232/Stories/the-next-generation-of-rotarians
https://www.rotaryconference.org.au/
https://www.rotaryconference.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/BQHZQ
https://www.trybooking.com/BQHZQ
https://peaceleadership.org.au/
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=648813&


 

  



The Future of Peace Leadership, 21-22 April, Murray Verso  

The goal of the Rotary 100 Centenary Peace Conference is to bring together academics, political 
leaders, businesses, community leaders and peace activists to explore building peace and discuss 
how we can work together to prevent and resolve conflict. The Conference will highlight the areas in 
which Rotary does its most significant work. Areas of Focus may include: 

• Economic and community development; 

• Contributors to conflict including poverty, disease, lack of water, food and education; 

• What will tomorrow’s challenges be?  

• What forms of political process and decision-making will encourage peace rather than war?  

• What is the role of civil society?  

• Can we buy peace?  

• How do we invest in peace?  

• Is peace an option for everyone?  

  



 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Sir John Monash and other business leaders conducted the first Rotary meeting in Australia on 21st 

April 1921 in the presence of Commissioners Layton Ralston and James Davidson from Canada. The 

cities that followed Melbourne were Sydney, Auckland and Wellington. Exactly 100 years later, 

Melbourne RC will be re-enacting the event.  There were other events planned for Melbourne but 

COVID disrupted these.  

Important to Rotarians what peace means to Rotary. Most people say peace is absence of violence. 

Positive peace is benefiting economies.  Melbourne University is a supporter of the peace 

symposium and are doing all the IT. Trade off – we are allowing them to launch their Peace Building. 

The Doomsday Clock is 
a symbol that 
represents the 
likelihood of a man-
made global 
catastrophe. 
Maintained since 1947 
by the members of 
the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists,[1] the 
clock is a metaphor for 
threats to humanity 
from unchecked 
scientific and technical 
advances. The clock 
represents the 

hypothetical global catastrophe as midnight and the Bulletin's opinion on how close the world is to a 
global catastrophe as a number of minutes or seconds to midnight, assessed in January of each year. 
The main factors influencing the clock are nuclear risk and climate change.   

Convenor of the Symposium is Professor Robert Helme. He was Director of the National Ageing 
Research Institute (NARI) from 1987 to 2000. The Institute was set up for gerontological research 
and geriatric medicine.  During his tenure he championed some of the early work and trials on drug 
therapies to treat Alzheimer’s disease. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_catastrophic_risk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_catastrophic_risk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulletin_of_the_Atomic_Scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulletin_of_the_Atomic_Scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doomsday_Clock#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change




 



 

 

 

            



 

• 21 April – Rotary Club of Melbourne Centenary Luncheon 

Sofitel, Melbourne (Bookings – www.rotaryclubofmelbourne.org.au) 

  



RC of Altona and Altona City. 6 May – Altona Theatre 

 

 





 

 



 

 



Calendar of Events 
 
 
Monday 19 April 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing – guest speaker, Phil Thompson – 
talking on buying the old Goorambat primary school just 
out of Benalla and turned into a veterans’ retreat.  
 

 
7pm 

 
21-22 April 
 

 

The Future of Peace Leadership – 
online symposium 
Celebrating Rotary’s Centenary Downunder 
 

 
21st – 2.30-5.30 
22nd – 9.30-12.30 

 
Thurs 29 April 

 
A Rotary Club of Brighton – Charity Event – Kids First, An 
Evening with Ross Stevenson by Zoom, $25 
 

 
6.30pm 

 
Sat 1 May to Sun 2 
May 

 
Multi-District Conference Virtual Victoria. A Century of 
Rotary in Australia. 
 

 

 
Saturday 1 May 

 
Installation of the Bird Hide at Jawbone Reserve 
 

 

 
Thurs 6 May 
 

 
Wynspeak. Rotary D9800 vs Youth Speaking Competition, 
Altona Theatre 
 

 

 
Sat 21 May 
 
 

 
Inner Wheel Trivia Night, Altona Sports Club. 
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Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
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The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday, 7pm 

Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown. 
 

Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and 

we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarydownunder.com.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/

