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President’s Report 

Apologies. Chris James, Guy Chatain, Nikolina Mabic, Tony Boyd, Sven Guttenbeil, Carl Hurwood , 
Fred Grundy, Jan Allen, Roger Banks, Paul Morgan 
Guests: Angela Grogan 
 
Birthdays next week – on 4 April - Jan Allen and Nils Oman 

 
Announcements 

• Fred has asked me to remind members of the two events he is organising –  
- Yvonne Moon Memorial Ride Presentation, Thurs 8 April at Avington Resort, 7pm. $20; 
- Yvonne Moon OAM Memorial Concert – Yarraville Club, 11 April 3-8pm. Trybooking $30. 

• On Saturday 3 April we have been allocated a BBQ at Bunnings, Altona. I’ll send out a roster, 
if you are able to participate, please indicate preferred time.  There are new requirements 
with minimum of four people per shift, maximum of 5.  Captain, Greeter, Order, Cook and 
Collect. The briefing will be at 8am. 

• Board meeting on Thursday, 19 Little Osborne St, 7pm. Send reports to Jo. 

• Rotary Club Brighton are inviting Rotarians to an evening with 3AW Radio Super Star, Ross 
Stevenson via zoom on Thurs 39 April. $25, book via trybooking. Details in bulletin. 

• Tonight I’ll be presenting on our current and potential Club projects. 
 

Damien 

• On 1 May we will be erecting the bird hide.  Eddie and I are meeting Shaun at 4.30 tomorrow 

to discuss logistics. 

• On 19 April we have a guest speaker: Phil Thompson, a veteran himself, wanted to help 

veterans find a place to relax, especially as many have issues relating to their service. He 

bought the old Goorambat Primary school, just out of Benalla, and is turning it into a 

veterans’ retreat. Most of it is by volunteers.  Not only is it a retreat but they have highly 

qualified volunteer advocates on call to assist on impacting on health and well being 

• Peace Pole will be erected by EarlyAct at Newport Lakes Primary week of 10 May. 



• Inner Wheel once again promoting Entertainment Guide.  $69 for Victorian edition.  Four 

people can use the one guide.  $119 international edition, includes NZ.  Very worthy cause. 

Valid from time of purchase. Details in next Bulletin. 

Murray. 

• Each year the District has awards for community projects.  I happened to be talking to 

Rowan McClean from Rotary Club of North Balwyn about the bird hide who said it sounded 

fantastic and suggested we consider this project for an award. 

Daniel 

• We need to consider introducing a more efficient way of the meal distribution so that the 

serviing staff are not put in an awkward position (Note.  Jo is on top of this and has sorted 

out a solution.) 

John 

• Easter Monday, we will hold a working bee at our RoCan site at Werribee, 9am, about 3 
hours work. 

Jo 

• Pole walking group for Over 50s, Sat 17 April at Newport Library, 9.30-12.30, Free sponsored 
event via Hobsons Bay City Council’s Community Grants Program and Outlets Cooperative 
Neighbourhood House Ltd.  Poles provided and instruction given. 

 
Induction – Peter Gray (introduced by Damien)  
 
Peter served in the military in Southeast Asia. Following this, he lived in Cambodia from 2005 to end 

of 2018. He became involved with Cambodian Children against Starvation and Violence and did an 

amazing job there.   He used to come back to Australia twice a year to fundraise. On one of these 

occasions he met a lady at RC Echuca Moana, who 

suggested he join a RC in Cambodia which he did. 

A following year he was President of RCPP! And 

while there he met a Rotarian from New Zealand 

who approached RCPP after he had come across 

children begging on the Vietnam/Cambodia 

border. He took a photo of one child and sent it to 

Peter, hoping the 

Club could help.  

This was the 

beginning of the 

MEC Project.  

My only concern 

is that I don’t 

know whether we 

can keep up with him! 

        

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 



District Governor's Message 

Peace Symposium – The Future of Peace Leadership  

For 100 years, Rotary in Australia has promoted the advancement of international, 
goodwill and peace through its many humanitarian aid and education programs.  

This centenary of peace building is worthy of celebration, but more importantly, it gives 
us an opportunity to reflect on what more we can do. The Future of Peace Leadership 

symposium scheduled for 21 and 22 April will see leaders in peace and conflict resolution 
providing perspectives on challenging global and domestic issues as well as discussions 
on how we can all contribute towards building a more peaceful world. I encourage all 
Rotarians to register for this online symposium via: https://peaceleadership.org.au/ 

 

During the week I enjoyed a wonderful visit with Rotary Toorak and was impressed by 
their warm reception and commitment to Rotary, especially through their generous 
donations to The Rotary Foundation and their key project, ‘Recycled Sound’. This 
initiative involves the collection, cleaning, reprogramming and recycling of hearing aids 
for those people in the community with a special need, but who are unable to meet the 
expense of hearing aids in the private market. I congratulate the Club on this innovative 

project. 

On Wednesday 7th April, Professor John Skerritt, Deputy Secretary Commonwealth 
Department of Health, will be delivering an address for Rotary Melbourne’s Centenary 
Angus Mitchell Oration, a District 9800 supported event during this R100 year. Professor 
Skerritt, a Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar, will be talking on “The Covid-19 pandemic 

response in Australia and the region: vaccines, medicines and masks…where to from 
here?” Again, I encourage Rotarians to book for this event, which promises to be very 
informative for these times. 

With Easter nearly upon us, both Tricia and I extend our best wishes to you all for a 
wonderful, safe and happy break…may the bunny leave special surprises! 

Please note that next week’s Networker will be a special edition focusing on our 
forthcoming Convention. 

Enjoy the week ahead in giving service above self and again, have a very happy Easter. 

Rotary District 9800 Governor Philip Archer 
   

 

 

  

http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50232/Stories/peace-symposium-%E2%80%93-the-future-of-peace-leadership
https://peaceleadership.org.au/
https://events.humanitix.com/angus-mitchell-oration
https://events.humanitix.com/angus-mitchell-oration


 

  



 

 

  



The Future of Peace Leadership, 21-22 April, Murray Verso (carried over from previous 

weeks). 

The goal of the Rotary 100 Centenary Peace Conference is to bring together academics, political 
leaders, businesses, community leaders and peace activists to explore building peace and discuss 
how we can work together to prevent and resolve conflict. The Conference will highlight the areas in 
which Rotary does its most significant work. Areas of Focus may include: 

• Economic and community development; 

• Contributors to conflict including poverty, disease, lack of water, food and education; 

• What will tomorrow’s challenges be?  

• What forms of political process and decision-making will encourage peace rather than war?  

• What is the role of civil society?  

• Can we buy peace?  

• How do we invest in peace?  

• Is peace an option for everyone?  



  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Sir John Monash and other business leaders conducted the first Rotary meeting in Australia on 21st 

April 1921 in the presence of Commissioners Layton Ralston and James Davidson from Canada. The 

cities that followed Melbourne were Sydney, Auckland and Wellington. Exactly 100 years later, 

Melbourne RC will be re-enacting the event.  There were other events planned for Melbourne but 

COVID disrupted these.  

Important to Rotarians what peace means to Rotary. Most people say peace is absence of violence. 

Positive peace is benefiting economies.  Melbourne University is a supporter of the peace 

symposium and are doing all the IT. Trade off – we are allowing them to launch their Peace Building. 

The Doomsday Clock is 
a symbol that 
represents the 
likelihood of a man-
made global 
catastrophe. 
Maintained since 1947 
by the members of 
the Bulletin of the 
Atomic Scientists,[1] the 
clock is a metaphor for 
threats to humanity 
from unchecked 
scientific and technical 
advances. The clock 
represents the 

hypothetical global catastrophe as midnight and the Bulletin's opinion on how close the world is to a 
global catastrophe as a number of minutes or seconds to midnight, assessed in January of each year. 
The main factors influencing the clock are nuclear risk and climate change.   

Convenor of the Symposium is Professor Robert Helme. He was Director of the National Ageing 
Research Institute (NARI) from 1987 to 2000. The Institute was set up for gerontological research 
and geriatric medicine.  During his tenure he championed some of the early work and trials on drug 
therapies to treat Alzheimer’s disease. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_catastrophic_risk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_catastrophic_risk
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulletin_of_the_Atomic_Scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bulletin_of_the_Atomic_Scientists
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Doomsday_Clock#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapons
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change
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12-16 June 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

• 21 April – Rotary Club of Melbourne Centenary Luncheon 

Sofitel, Melbourne (Bookings – www.rotaryclubofmelbourne.org.au) 

  



RC of Altona and Altona City. 6 May – Altona Theatre 

 

 





 

  



 

 



Calendar of Events 
 
 
Thursday 1 April 

 
Board Meeting at 19 Little Osborne St 
 

 
7pm 

 
Monday 5 April 
 

 
No meeting EASTER MONDAY 
 

 

 
Wed 7 April 

Rotary Club Melbourne. Prof John Skerritt, Deputy 
Secretary Commonwealth Dept Health. Centenary Angus 
Mitchell Oration. 

 
12.40-2pm 

 
Thursday 8 April 

 
Presentation Night for RoCan riders, Avington Resort, 
Point Cook, two course meal and live entertainment, $20 
 

 
7pm 

 
Sunday 11 April 
 

 
Yvonne Moon OAM Memorial Concert, Yarraville Club. 
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 

 
3 – 8pm 

 
Sunday 11 April 
 

 
Farmers Market – Robertson Reserve 

 

 
Monday 12 April 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing.   Anzac Day presentation 
 

 
7pm 

 
Saturday 17 April 

 
Morning Tea with the DG 
 

 
10-11.30am 

 
Monday 19 April 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing – guest speaker, Phil Thompson – 
talking on buying the old Goorambat primary school just 
out of Benalla and turned into a veterans’ retreat.  
 

 
7pm 

 
21-22 April 
 

 

The Future of Peace Leadership – 
online symposium 
Celebrating Rotary’s Centenary Downunder 

 
21st – 2.30-5.30 
22nd – 9.30-12.30 

 
Thurs 29 April 

 
A Rotary Club of Brighton – Charity Event – Kids First, An 
Evening with Ross Stevenson by Zoom, $25 
 

 
6.30pm 

 
Sat 1 May to Sun 2 
May 

 
Multi-District Conference Virtual Victoria. A Century of 
Rotary in Australia. 
 

 

Saturday 1 May Installation of the Bird Hide at Jawbone Reserve 
 

 

Thurs 6 May 
 

Wynspeak. Rotary D9800 vs Youth Speaking Competition, 
Altona Theatre 
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The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday, 7pm 

Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown. 
 

Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and 

we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarydownunder.com.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/

