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Water and Sanitation Month

President’s Report
Apologies. Stan Panten, Chris James, Guy Chatain, Carl Hurwood, Nikolina Mabic, Brad Saunders,
Eddie Knight, Fred Grundy, Beres Martin
Guests. Mark Dougall

Mark Dougall, our guest speaker presenting on R100 Great Youth Adventure
Windeward Bound has planned a series of
voyages up the east coast with youth and with
your participation hope to get Rotary’s
involvement. This will be on the Melbourne to
Eden leg from 9 to 18 August. The ship will be
moored at Seaworks from 28 July to 9 August
prior to sailing, during which time day trips will
be scheduled. Williamstown RC will be the
coordinating Club.

We also have a 64-foot schooner, Mistral II,
which competed in the first Sydney to Hobart
in 1945. It was donated to our Foundation by
the family of the late Ron Burton to be used
as a training “tool” for young Australians.
Thanks to the State Government support,
Mistral II is currently being restored by an
energetic group of young people who are
learning skills and receiving training to help
them enter the workforce. It is presently on
the waterfront in Hobart.

Since the presentation last Monday, Mark has made one change, it is 18 kids required for each
voyage, not 18 to 20.
There were two questions asked during the meeting that Mark to which Mark has now replied.
• How will the revenues from the voyages be distributed – i.e. will any of it go back to Rotary?

There is no share for Rotary from the voyage income, it goes entirely to the ship as it costs
$5,000 per day for every day the ship is at sea and we are already cutting the price in order
to keep the voyage fees affordable. Each voyage has to return us the full $45,000 raised
from the 18 trainees and/or their sponsors or donors. Chris Ellis is working very hard to
secure both Federal and state funding support to reduce that. However, as Nils said during
the meeting, day sail income is shared with $3,000 to Windeward Bound and $2,000 to
Rotary.
• How will the day trips in Melbourne be organised, how many, duration etc?

The club needs to have a discussion with Chris Ellis, but they are responsible for organising
and filling whatever number of day sails available in their port, which from looking at the
calendar will be about four for Melbourne (2 per day), either afternoon and evening or
morning and evening . We will supply the food and the club is responsible for the alcohol
provisioning. The ship’s crew will serve the food and grog, which is preferable to have it
adlib, and much easier to cater reasonably accurately.

RC Williamstown Charter anniversary 11 March 1949
Murray highlighted the last 72 years of our Club.
Timeline
1905 – Chicago
1921 – Melbourne
1925 – Bendigo
1935 – Castlemaine and Essendon
1937 – Footscray
WRC was planning to start their Club, but WW2 intervened.
In those days Clubs had defined territories so Footscray covered the western suburbs.
1948 – Echuca-Moana
1949 – Williamstown
We’ve had 42 Youth Exchange students, half hosted by our Club locally and half sponsored for
overseas travel.
We’re currently running at 26 members and two Honorary members.
In the late 80’s and early 90’s we had around 70 members. Over the 72 years we’ve had well over
200 members.
Longest: Des Hosking (1977), Carl Hurwood (1979), Murray Verso (1981), John Barry (1982), Tony
Boyd (1986), Chris James and Eddie Knight (1987).
Newest: Elyse, Irena, Nikolina, Fred
Women came into Rotary in 1989. When I joined the Club, it was an all-male affair. Everyone wore a
shirt and tie to come to meetings which were held at lunchtime. Women came into Rotary in 1989.
Our first female member was Lavinia Williment in 1991. Yvonne Moon joined in 1995 and became
the first female President 1999-2001.
Over our 72 years, we’ve had 67 Presidents, several of whom have done it twice including Kathy,
George, John, Eddie and myself.
Our own Club chartered the Altona Club in 1962 and Pt Gellibrand in 1986.
We set up the Probus Club in Williamstown in 1984. We’ve also had EarlyAct, Interact, Rotoract
clubs come and go over the years.
Meeting Venues
Talbot Receptions in Ferguson St. 35 years (1949-1984)
R.V.Y.C. 27 years (1984 -2011)
R.V.M.Y.C. 2 years (2011-2012)
Customs House in Nelson Place (2012-2017)
Pelicans Landing since 2017

Landmarks
1981 – Rotary Park, Hanmer St
1955 – Planted Paul Harris Tree – Dennis Reserve (50th anniversary of Rotary International)
1960s – Helped set up Ferguson St Clock (2004 – refurbished)
2000 – Played a large role in the HMAS Yarra Memorial (Angus Walsh played a pivotal role when he
came to club to speak about having a memorial set up. President Ronnie Goldberg helped to
make the memorial possible.)
Projects
1955 Raised money to set up Maternity Wing at Williamstown Hospital. Named the Sir Angus
Mitchell Ward after the first Australian to become World President of Rotary.
Coincidentally, he was the World President in 1949 when our Club was chartered and he had
spent his childhood in Williamstown.
1956 Ran a 5-day Home Show
1958 Senior Citizens Club
1981 Urimbirra (residential housing place for disabled children)
2000 RoCan established by Yvonne Moon to raise awareness and fund research of ovarian cancer.
2004 Heartstart started by Claude Bury and provided defibrillators
2005 Party in the Park to celebrate 100th anniversary.
Highland Foundation
2008 Friends R 4 to research leukemia at Peter McCallum
2015 WERN
Raised Garden Beds
Events
1949 – Charter Dinner (Sir Angus Mitchell) 300 people
1989 – Adelaide District Conference (DG David Wills) 1100 People
2003 – Bendigo District Conference (DG Des Hosking) 1000 people
2015 – Hobart District Conference (Murray Verso) 600 people
There is a lot of history associated with the club and it is a pity that a Club History has never been
published. PDG David Wills AM made a start before he passed away in 2011. Let us hope we can
have one written in time for our 75th anniversary.

Announcements
Nils (sitting in for Eddie who is supporting RoCan Ride)
•
•
•

Weekend BBQ raised $917 net, and an additional $626 was donated to the Bucket.
Bunnings have allocated the Club a BBQ on 3 April, Easter Saturday.
Board meeting 25 March (rescheduled for 1 April)

District Governor's Message
Centenary Coins and Stamp Launch Success

The Rotary Centenary
Coins and Stamp launch
was held on Thursday
morning and was truly a
wonderful event. The
seamless online
communication link
between the Melbourne
and Sydney UBS
boardrooms was
impressive and allowed us
to showcase the best of
the two centenary clubs of Rotary Melbourne and Rotary Sydney. I would like to
acknowledge the leadership of those clubs dating back one hundred years. Sir John
Monash, the second President of the Rotary Club of Melbourne, and indeed every
president since charter, has led a broad church of members who have been able to assist
the growth of Rotary in Victoria and across Australia, chartering new clubs and
implementing a range of impressive projects that have brought significant benefits to the
communities they have served. I congratulate the current Rotary Melbourne leadership
team of President Marion MacLeod, Immediate Past President Kevin Sheehan and Hugh
Bucknall, all of whom have been so active in the promotion of Rotary’s 100 years of
giving and leading our centenary celebrations. They have helped to lay the foundation
for the next century of giving.
The multi-District conference, Virtual Victoria, is fast approaching and will be staged over
four hours between 11am and 1pm on Saturday 1 May and Sunday 2 May. Under normal
circumstances, clubs would have a dinner during the conference week and whilst this
year’s conference is virtual, I would like to encourage clubs to still consider holding a
dinner the Friday or Saturday night of the conference. Pick somewhere special and invite
all your Rotary friends including community and business partners to celebrate in-person
a century of service.
I want to take this opportunity to thank my Networker team who work tirelessly each
week to put together this newsletter. I am so delighted with the positive analytics
showing how many Rotarians across the District are opening it. Going forward
however, Networker will be released first thing Monday mornings…a great time to read it
over your morning cuppa!
Enjoy the week ahead in Rotary service.
Rotary District 9800 Governor Philip Archer

The Future of Peace Leadership, 21-22 April, Murray Verso (carried over from last week).
The goal of the Rotary 100 Centenary Peace Conference is to bring together academics, political
leaders, businesses, community leaders and peace activists to explore building peace and discuss
how we can work together to prevent and resolve conflict. The Conference will highlight the areas in
which Rotary does its most significant work. Areas of Focus may include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Economic and community development;
Contributors to conflict including poverty, disease, lack of water, food and education;
What will tomorrow’s challenges be?
What forms of political process and decision-making will encourage peace rather than war?
What is the role of civil society?
Can we buy peace?
How do we invest in peace?
Is peace an option for everyone?

Sir John Monash and other business leaders conducted the first Rotary meeting in Australia on 21st
April 1921 in the presence of Commissioners Layton Ralston and James Davidson from Canada. The
cities that followed Melbourne were Sydney, Auckland and Wellington. Exactly 100 years later,
Melbourne RC will be re-enacting the event. There were other events planned for Melbourne but
COVID disrupted these.
Important to Rotarians what peace means to Rotary. Most people say peace is absence of violence.
Positive peace is benefiting economies. Melbourne University is a supporter of the peace
symposium and are doing all the IT. Trade off – we are allowing them to launch their Peace Building.
The Doomsday Clock is
a symbol that
represents the
likelihood of a manmade global
catastrophe.
Maintained since 1947
by the members of
the Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists,[1] the
clock is a metaphor for
threats to humanity
from unchecked
scientific and technical
advances. The clock
represents the
hypothetical global catastrophe as midnight and the Bulletin's opinion on how close the world is to a
global catastrophe as a number of minutes or seconds to midnight, assessed in January of each year.
The main factors influencing the clock are nuclear risk and climate change.
Convenor of the Symposium is Professor Robert Helme. He was Director of the National Ageing
Research Institute (NARI) from 1987 to 2000. The Institute was set up for gerontological research
and geriatric medicine. During his tenure he championed some of the early work and trials on drug
therapies to treat Alzheimer’s disease.

1-2 May 2021

12-16 June 2021

Dear Rotarians
I am emailing to invite you to attend our third Art
Show to be held over the weekend of March 2628 at Kensington Town Hall.
Thanks to the good people at Gallery247, we are
delighted to have accepted 420 entries which
meet our size and quantity criteria - from the
best oil artists in the state to watercolours,
photography and tertiary student work, there is
something for every taste and budget. In 2019,
all prize winning pieces were sold!! The event
starts with the Gala opening and cocktail event
on Friday 26th where winners will be announced,
and you have the opportunity to buy the best!
To purchase tickets to the Gala go to Gallery
247: Due to COVID the numbers are limited.
Gala Evening (flemingtonartshow.com.au)
Hope to see you over the weekend for a
celebration and reconnection of community.
Lesley McCarthy
Bulletin and Website Manager, District 9800

•

21 April – Rotary Club of Melbourne Centenary Luncheon
Sofitel, Melbourne (Bookings – www.rotaryclubofmelbourne.org.au)

RC of Altona and Altona City. 6 May – Altona Theatre

Calendar of Events
Monday 22 March

RCW Pelicans Landing – RoCan wrap-up;

7pm

Guest speaker, Fiona McKinnon from HBCC providing an
update on the progress of the proposed playground
upgrade at Maclean Reserve.

Sunday 28 March

Vocational Service workshop by zoom

9.30-11.30

District 9800 Learning & Development program PART 4
(Enhancing Public Image and Awareness of Rotary and
Sharing and Promoting what we do).

11am-12.30pm

Monday 29 March

RCW Pelicans Landing

7pm

Thursday 1 April

Board Meeting at 19 Little Osborne St

Monday 5 April

No meeting EASTER MONDAY

Sunday 11 April

Yvonne Moon OAM Memorial Concert, Yarraville Club.
TICKETS STILL AVAILABLE ONLINE

Sunday 11 April

Farmers Market – Robertson Reserve

Saturday 17 April

Morning Tea with the DG

10-11.30am

21-22 April

The Future of Peace Leadership – online symposium
Celebrating Rotary’s Centenary Downunder

21st – 2.30-5.30
22nd – 9.30-12.30

Birthday Girl – Irena Celac. 22 March
Anniversary
Sven Guttenbeil 24/3/2014 – 7 years

3 – 8pm
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The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday, 7pm
Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown.
Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com
Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au
Rotary District 9800 www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au
Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au
Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and
we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page

