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Presidents Report 

Apologies. Jan Allen, Roger Banks, Tony Boyd, Guy Chatain, Kathy Roberts 

Announcements 

 HMAS Yarra anniversary. First Sunday in March. But due to COVID not going ahead this year. 

Repairs needed.  The Ronnie Goldberg seat needs an upgrade. (Nils remarked it is only 

national monument in Williamstown). Was done by Angus Mitchell who came to talk to the 

Club.  Ronnie used to get great ideas from people coming to talk to the Club.  Des going to 

look at the plaque to see how best repaired. 

 Birthdays. Jack 23 February. Damien – 24th - 7 year anniversary. 

 Past President Ron Payne from Rotary Club of Eaglehawk has been nominated as Service DG 

nominee designate for 2023 and 2024. 

 The Provisional RC Eynesbury set to charter on 14 March. 

 Have been trying to contact Shaun Davis from Parks Victoria about our bird hide. I want to 

organise a meeting to determine program of works. 

Stan 

Last weekend I did a President Elect session online with other fellow PE’s from Rotary Clubs 

throughout Victoria and Tasmania. There were about 180 attendees.  Some good speeches, the 

major one being  Annette Kimmitt, CEO Minter Ellison and David McQueen, Australian Keynote 

Speaker of the Year 2015. Focus was on the things to look out for when you become President. 

You’re not there to do all the work. Major theme to come out was yes, you are there to give 

guidance, you have your team members, let them do the job they have volunteered for,  and only 

intervene and give guidance as required.  One of key points was communication.  To get new 

members, it’s important to have a friendly atmosphere at the beginning.  Another suggestion - 

instead of having meetings all the time, have a fun night, a function somewhere.   

 



Murray 

Today is V Day – Vaccination Day, and some people argue that Rotary has a role to play in 

vaccinations. So maybe when we are face to face it might be worthwhile having a discussion about 

this. 

Another birthday tomorrow – 23 February, 117th anniversary of Rotary’s first meeting.   

 

Board meeting - update 

Nils - Treasurer 

We are $436 ahead at the moment. Our main costs have been for the website, and all the District 

and Rotary International costs which are quite substantial. As far as the fundraising side of it, to my 

surprise in our account we had $20,000, and this was from the National Australia Day Council. 

For the months November to January we raised $2373 from BBQs and another $400 from the 

Taverners Raffle. We donated $250 for a Rotary Citizen Award and $2000 to the District for their 

National Australia Day event. 

We have invested in shares. We had money in a Term Deposit account and of course with the way it 

is now, there is little interest on anything. So it was decided to take the money out of the account 

and put $40,000 into shares, and we’ve done that. So we’re up $6000 in capital gains. The banks 

have announced that they are going to pay dividends, and that’s really why we invested in shares. 

 

Damien – Membership and Youth Services 

Shaun has not been in touch as he is on leave. Returns on 4 March. Looking at logistics of the bird 

hide then. 

Regarding membership, still looking at having a sandwich board at the BBQ and promoting a 

particular project, maybe give out bookmarks with our details.  Also updating our web page which is 

in progress. 

Regarding Youth Services, the peace poles that we are going to put up at Newport Lakes Primary has 

been delayed, as waiting on the indigenous language.  This is now completed. Other languages are 

English, Arabic and Indonesian. The poles will be erected in the school’s garden and hopefully during 

the peace conference in April, we can coordinate things to work around this timeframe. 

(Murray. The peace poles would be a great way to get some publicity in the local paper). 

Vocational Services - Eddie 

Kathy cannot make it tonight, but she has been approached by the Altona City Rotary Club regarding 

the Wynspeak program. They want our Club to partner with them to host the Hobsons Bay round of 



the program at the Altona Theatre on 6 May. At our Board meeting there was not a lot of 

enthusiasm.  From my point of view, I think we have enough on. 

(Murray.  A bit of background: The Wynspeak program is a public speaking competition run in 

secondary schools in the western suburbs. It’s been running for about ten years at Werribee, and 

they want to expand so it goes into Hobsons Bay.  It’s an excellent program. By expanding it, they’ll 

need more people to adjudicate, and they are hoping to recruit some Rotarians for this role. This 

Saturday there is a 90 min workshop for anyone who is interested in being an adjudicator. That’s 

what Kathy’s email is about - looking for people who want to go to the adjudicator’s workshop.) 

Eddie.  I’ll follow up with Kathy regarding her email she sent out.  Can members please reply to 

Kathy 

Foundation – Chris James 

Been successful in obtaining a Local Foundation Grant for the Bird Hide at Jawbone. 

Putting the idea for a Rotary Foundation Golf Day at Portarlington Golf Club in November on hold 

until next Board meeting. 

Fred and Stan investigating costs of other bus and seaferry tours. 

  



District Governor's Message 

Rotarians as Peacebuilders 

As we enter the last week of February and its theme of Peace and Conflict Prevention & 

Resolution, it is important to remember that peace is embedded in all that we do as 

Rotarians. Each of our seven areas of focus has an impact on peacebuilding and conflict 

prevention, and it is incumbent on us as Rotarians to become true ambassadors for 

peace. There is also so much available to us in which to promote peace, from joining 

the Rotary Action Group for Peace, learning about the Rotary Action Group Against 

Slavery and Rotary Safe Families, starting a Rotary Friendship Exchange across the 

international Rotary community to erecting Peace Poles and undertaking other peace 

projects. Rotary has a rich history in promoting peace and there is much we can do to 
continue this into the future. 

Rotary in Australia and New Zealand has promoted the advancement of international 

goodwill and peace for 100 years through its many humanitarian aid and education 

programs. This centenary of peacebuilding is worthy of celebration. Through The Future 

of Peace Leadership symposium, we will bring together leaders in peace and conflict 

resolution to provide perspectives on challenging global and domestic issues and discuss 

how we can all contribute towards building a more peaceful world. The symposium will 

take place on 21st and 22nd April 2021, and for more details, or to register, go 
to: https://peaceleadership.org.au/ 

There is a new range of learning and resource materials now 

available to Rotarians and clubs on the My Rotary Learning 

Centre website called ‘Australia & New Zealand’s Centenary’. 

These resources will assist you with promoting Rotary through 

your events and initiatives during this year of celebration and I 

encourage you to visit this site. 

During this past week, I visited the Calder Cluster 

(Castlemaine, Daylesford, Gisborne, Kyneton and Woodend), 

the Rotary e-Club of Melbourne and my own Rotary Club of 

Southbank. It is so pleasing to see the full range of projects in 

which these clubs are involved and that most now are back to 

face-to-face meetings. The e-Club that of course meets via 

Zoom has attendees from different parts of the world and it is 

wonderful to see such diversity of conversation. 

On a final note, I’m pleased to advise that our District 9800 Bushfire Committee has now 

fully allocated all the funds (approximately $650,000) that were raised last season. It is 
pleasing to see the difference these funds have made, and are making. 

Have a great week everyone … Rotarians are peacebuilders, doing good in the world 
day-by-day. 

  

Rotary District 9800 Governor Philip Archer 
   

 

 

http://portal.clubrunner.ca/50232/Stories/rotarians-as-peacebuilders
http://www.rotarianactiongroupforpeace.org/
https://ragas.online/
https://ragas.online/
https://www.rotary100downunder.com/big-ideas/safefamilies
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/friendship-exchange
https://peaceleadership.org.au/
https://learn.rotary.org/members/learn/dashboard/channel/128


Peacebuilding Clubs in Action 
By Gabe Hau, District 9800 Peacebuilding Committee Chair 

Peace is a universal concept – we all want it, even if our 
definition of peace may differ. In Rotary, every project we 
have ever done has either directly or indirectly helped build 
peace within the communities in which they have been 
delivered. What’s more, every Rotarian is a peacebuilder by 
being involved in community projects! 

District 9800 is known as a leader in peace within our region. 
Not only are we the ‘Black Caviar’ of Peace Scholars, but we 
also registered the first Peacebuilder Club in Oceania – the 
Rotary E-Club of Melbourne. 

Peacebuilder Clubs commit to engage in dialogues and 
projects that promote positive peace both in their communities 

and across the globe.  Becoming a Peacebuilder Club is pretty easy. All you need is to 
have a Peacebuilding Committee with at least two members; educate your members 
about peace; and, have at least one peace project a year. You then complete a one-
page application form and email it to The Rotary Action Group for Peace.   

Peace projects are wide and varied from the Peace Essay competition Rotary Wyndham 
Harbour conducts (featured in last week’s edition of Networker), engaging with our 
Peace Fellows to be club meeting guest speakers, to erecting Peace Poles, and a whole 
lot more. In fact, one of the Rotary E-Club’s peace projects involved school Peace Poles, 
hand-crafted monuments displaying the message and prayer May Peace Prevail on 
Earth, usually in different languages on the four or six sides of the poles. This message 
is the trademark of the international Peace Pole Project, and there are literally tens of 
thousands of Peace Poles inscribed with this message located across 180 countries; all 
dedicated as monuments to peace and serving as constant reminders to visualise, pray 
and act for world peace. 

Peace Poles are easy projects for any club to achieve. They bring interest and 
awareness of peace to local schools and continue to engage students in peace for years 
to come. There is minimal effort and cost to erect Peace Poles, but the potential benefits 
are huge! As an added bonus, a Peace Pole project can also be an R100 project – click 
on to this link to see an invitation from Rotary 
Canberra: https://www.canberrarotarypeacebell.org/peace-polls/ 

If you would like more information on becoming a Peacebuilding Club, 
email: ghau@optusnet.com.au 

  

https://www.rotarianactiongroupforpeace.org/peacebuilder-clubs-2/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=966847573812453&extid=WZ2czsgiz2acnofd
https://www.canberrarotarypeacebell.org/peace-polls/
mailto:ghau@optusnet.com.au


 

  



 

  

 



Camp Getaway – a unique District-wide asset 

By Ken Maxfield 

Opened in 1948, Camp Getaway was an initiative of Rotary 
Bendigo in response to the need for a youth camp in the 
region. Today, the camp is a wonderful respite that caters for 
people of all abilities and mobility. It is a meeting place for 
support groups, and offers those who need it most a 

sanctuary away from their daily struggles. Whilst disability and related support groups 
have priority for booking dates, Camp Getaway welcomes bookings for family groups, 
church groups, clubs, special functions, business meetings and recreational groups. 

Situated at Axedale, twenty kilometres east of Bendigo, the camp has myriad activities 
available, as well as fantastic tourist attractions within close proximity. It can 
accommodate up to 72 campers in three cabins each containing two twin bedrooms with 
ensuite; and two dormitories, each with 28-30 beds.  Other main buildings include 
recreation and dining halls/lounge catering for up to 80-90 diners. 

Management of the camp is through a Board made up of 15 Rotarians from different 
clubs. An onsite resident caretaker family oversees the day-to-day activities and 
voluntary Board Members provide the vast majority of labour input. 

Whilst the Camp’s operating costs are met through site fees, the funding of capital 
improvements, major building maintenance and equipment is sought from Rotary club 
donations, local and regional businesses and individuals. And there are a number of 
projects that are needed, such as the rehabilitation of the double tennis/basketball court 
area, the refurbishment of the two toilet blocks and, an upgrade of the camp septic 
effluent disposal system.  Over the next five years, mechanical and electrical equipment 
items, such as air conditioners will reach the end of their useful life and must be 
replaced.  

Camp Getaway is a unique and important asset in District 9800 in which all Rotary clubs 
can be involved. You can assist the camp by: 

 Including the camp in the distribution of your club’s funds; 
 Sponsoring under-privileged groups in your area to midweek camps. This will 

provide a much needed community service and help boost the camp’s operating 
income; 

 Visiting the camp, perhaps even partnering with another club, for a weekend 
away. The weekend could take the form of a working bee – there are lots of little 
jobs to do around the camp – or just a getaway for fun and fellowship in a 
COVID-safe way. 

The camp’s on-going viability and success is dependent upon the contribution and 
involvement of Rotarians and clubs across our District. For further information, 
email kmaxfiel@bigpond.net.au (no ‘d’) or telephone 0412 489 580. I am also available 
as a guest speaker. 

  

mailto:kmaxfiel@bigpond.net.au
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Sunday 28 February. 11am. By zoom. 

About this Event 

2020 has shown us how adaptable we can be and how fragile everything we hold dear 
really is. During challenging times, the natural human response is to focus on the negative 
or what can go wrong, but in the face of adversity, successful individuals often look inward 
for solutions to ultimately rise above. 
This event is about giving you the strategies and the tools that you can use to not only 
overcome hardship, but to turn times like these into life-transforming experiences. We 
have entered a new year 2021, the start of a new cycle and a new era.  
 
 

Sunday 11 April 3 to 8pm – Yarraville Club 
 
 

   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 21 April – Rotary Club of Melbourne Centenary Luncheon 

Sofitel, Melbourne (Bookings – www.rotaryclubofmelbourne.org.au) 

  



RC of Altona and Altona City. 6 May – Altona Theatre 

 

  



 

  



 

 



Calendar of Events 
 
 
Sunday 28 February 

 
Rotary Club of Melbourne Zoom - Building Resilience and 
Mindset in Rotary 
 

 
11-12pm 
 

 
Monday 1 March 
 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing 

 
7pm 
 

 
Monday 8 March 
 

 
No meeting LABOUR DAY 

 
 

 
9-12 March 

 
International Women’s Day – A Bold New World   
Zoom event. $20 
 

 
Anytime 

 
13-19 March 

 
Yvonne Moon OAM Memorial Ride for RoCan 
 

 

 
Sunday 14 March 

 
Vocational Service workshop by zoom 
 
Farmers Market- Robertson Reserve 
 

 
9.30-11.30 
 

 
Monday 15 March 
 

 
March 11 - RCW Club Charter anniversary 

 
7pm 

 
Monday 22 March 
 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing 

 
7pm 

 
26 to 28 March 

 
Inaugural Rotary Aussie Peace Walk. Canberra 
 

 

 
Sunday 28 March 

 
Vocational Service workshop by zoom 
 

 
9.30-11.30 

 
Monday 29 March 
 

 
RCW Pelicans Landing 

 
7pm 

 
Monday 5 April 
 

 
No meeting EASTER MONDAY 

 

 
Thurs 8 April 

 
Centenary of Rotary in Australia Commemorative Book 
Launch  Government House, Canberra. 
 

 

 
Sunday 11 April 
 

 
Yvonne Moon OAM Memorial Concert, Yarraville Club. 

 
3 – 8pm 

 
Wed 21 April 
 

 
Rotary Club of Melbourne Centenary Luncheon, Sofitel 

 

 
Wed 21 - Thur-22 April 

 
PEACE SYMPOSIUM – CELEBRATING 100 YEARS ROTARY 
DOWNUNDER 
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President Rotary International 
Holger Knaack 

 

Rotary District 9800 
 Governor Philip Archer 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

 

Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
Patrick Docherty-patrick@cfrsolutions.com.au 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday, 7pm 

Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown. 
 

Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and 

we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarydownunder.com.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/

