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Maternal and Child Health Month
President’s Report
Apology from Guy. Good to see Des – 100% attendance in Zoom!
Congratulations to Murray for his appointment to represent District 9800 on the Council on
Legislation for the next three years. (Murray will write an article to explain what it all means and
thanked Club for their support.)
Beres had a birthday last week and coming up on 1 May is 7th anniversary.
I have had an email from Rotary Club of Melbourne who are offering Victorian Clubs a zoom talk on
hepatitis. If Club interested could organise for another day.
John, I understand you are going to organise Ross Butterworth to talk to our Club re the bushfires
update. Perhaps he could do a zoom presentation. He was going to come to Club to thank us for
our donation. (JB to follow up).
Damien The EarlyAct group are obviously not meeting at present, but they have a GoFundMe page
for their project to save wildlife in Victoria. The Club has said they will donate to this. They are also
trying to get local businesses to donate as well.

Play Street: Perhaps when virus is over, it will be a good project to start pushing because a lot of
children will want to get outside, play some games, draw on the pavement and kick a ball.
Eddie. We can talk about this at the next Board meeting. Just hope all the members have read the
Constitution and By-laws that we need to adopt at the next meeting.
John. Des, how are we going with the defibrillator for Diane.
Des. Done. It is on order and been delayed a little, but Diane not in any hurry as not doing any
meetings. So no need to be concerned about it. It’s all in place.
Eddie: Nils spoke to me about donation to End Trachoma, as didn’t have bank details. (Murray to
follow up)
Will talk to Fred about his induction to the Club.
Murray
Take it in turns to do the toast. Many Clubs toast another Club. So as well as toasting RI this
evening, let’s toast Rotary Club of Melbourne as they celebrated their 99th birthday on 21 April.
Largest club in Australia with over 200 members.
Has everyone download the COVID app? Worth doing.

Been looking at some figures where we are at. Here are some graphs and statistics. I’ll also show
you the comparison with COVID-19 and the Spanish Flu pandemic in 1918.

Murray Verso had been invited to speak at an ANZAC Day luncheon to be held at the RACV Club last
Saturday. Because the club is now in lockdown, he was interviewed by a journalist on what he was
going to speak about. This is what she published on the RACV club members’ website on 22 April.

Why we should remember
the heroic doctors at Gallipoli
Australian healthcare workers
were part of the Anzac legend,
with more than 270 doctors
serving on the frontline at
Gallipoli.
RACV Club member and retired
GP Dr Murray Verso’s fascination
with the doctors who served at
Gallipoli began when he travelled
to Turkey with his wife in 2006.
Arriving at midnight to get a
good seat for the Dawn Service
at Anzac Cove, he had a chance to reflect as he sat in the freezing cold.
“I was thinking, ‘this is pretty impressive, we’re right on the spot where history happened.’ And then
I thought, ‘What happened to all the casualties here? How was medical care provided for them?’
When I got home, I started researching it.” Today, Murray gives regular talks to community groups
and Rotary Clubs about the doctors who performed incredible feats in terrifying and horrific
conditions.

“When people think of medical care at Gallipoli, they perhaps think of Simpson and his donkey. His
work was heroic, but he only survived three weeks and was one of several hundred stretcher
bearers who worked throughout the eight months of the campaign.”
At the start of WWI, there were only four doctors in the regular Australian Army, but over the course
of eight months more than 270 doctors served at Gallipoli and at the hospitals on nearby Lemnos
Island. One of Murray’s favourite unsung heroes is Neville Howse, who was the first Australian and
only doctor to be awarded a Victoria Cross, which was for his service in the Second Boer War.
“He was the mayor of Orange in NSW when war broke out in 1914 and he re-joined the army,”
Murray says. “He was put in charge of assessing the wounded on Anzac Beach, and he and his team
had 1700 casualties on that first day and evacuated 500 of them. They worked all through the night”
Howse became the Director of the Australian Army Medical Services later in the war and was
knighted in 1917. He became a federal politician and was instrumental in setting up what’s known
today as Veteran Affairs. He died of pancreatic cancer in his 60s. Another character was Sir Charles
Snodgrass Ryan, who was a senior surgeon at the Melbourne Hospital before World War I.
“When war broke out, he was 61 and really too old to go to Gallipoli, but he was there in May when
both sides famously agreed to a 24-hour truce to bury the dead,” Murray says. “Against orders he
took some photographs of the scene on his box camera, and those photographs are the only record
of that day.
“Even more interesting was that as they were burying the dead, the Turks noticed he was wearing
Ottoman medals. They were angry because they thought he had stolen the medals from some of the
bodies. “In fact, after he graduated in the 1870s, Ryan had joined the Turkish army as a doctor and
served in the Russo-Turkish wars in 1877-78. The Turks had awarded him this military honour for his
service in that war.”
Murray says the story of Ryan’s astonishing link to Turkey is well known by Turkish school children
but not so well in Australia. He says the doctors who served at Gallipoli had an incredible success
rate despite the primitive conditions. Of the approximately 20,000 soldiers who were wounded,
about 2000 died, including 13 doctors. In addition, 64,000 soldiers suffered dysentery, typhoid and
other diseases and only 600 of those affected died. Toward the end of the campaign, the doctors set
up the Anzac Medical Society, holding weekly meetings and lectures in a tent on such issues as head
injuries and lice.
Murray says today’s health workers, now in the frontline with COVID-19, demonstrate the same
level of compassion and care. “The Anzac legend is built around mateship, solidarity, integrity and
facing adversity with good humour,” he says. “Those sorts of traits are apparent in the healthcare
professionals we see today.”

Editor’s Note.

The latest District 9800 Foundation News is full of information about all aspects of the
Foundation. I have included page 1 and 9 in this bulletin. For further information copy
and paste into your browser.
https://rotarydistrict9800.org.au/Stories/latest-foundation-newsletter
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Calendar of Events
District 9685 Greater Sydney
COVID-19 and the Changes that
Rotary will Experience from the
Pandemic. Guest speaker. Yinka
Babalola, RI Vice President.

8pm

Monday 4 May

RCW Zoom meeting

7pm

Wednesday 6 May

Zoom Webinar. Projects that Rotary
Clubs can Deliver during Isolation

6pm

Monday 11 May

RCW Zoom meeting

7pm

Monday 18 May

RCW Zoom meeting

7pm

Sunday 3 May

May birthdays
John Barry – 15th
Paul Morgan and Chris James – 28th
May Anniversaries
Beres Martin 1st – 7 years
Paul Morgan – 20th – 9 years
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