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Apologies: Yvonne Moon, Brad Saunders Sven Guttenbeil, Daniel Keas, Tony Boyd 

Guests.  Alana Nguyen, Toni Phu 

President’s Report 

Last Thursday John, Hazel and I attended the Rotary Club of Beaumaris meeting.  The guest speaker 
was Kylie Stanley from the Highlands Foundation.  We had the opportunity to present Kylie with the 
profits from the Christmas Raffle run by Hazel – a cheque for $2100. 

Some articles on the Rotary Foundation were published in the Bulletin.  We have also had PDG 
Murray present to the Club on the value of contributing to the Foundation.  The Board also accepted 
a report from the Club’s Foundation Director with the club goals to:  
 

Donate $3000 to the Annual Fund 
$600 to the End Polio Program 
Have at least 20 Centurions donate $100 each 
Also, DG Grant’s challenge of Gimme 5 



There will be no meeting here on Monday 23 March.  Instead the meeting will be replaced with the 
RC Altona City at the Kooringal Golf Club with Kevin Sheedy, guest speaker. 

Committee Meetings – Reminder to Board Members to meet with committee members. 

Future events 

Sun March 8        HMAS Yarra Memorial 11.30am and Farmers Market 

March 14          District Vocational Workshop Melbourne 

April 18           District Vocational Workshop Bendigo 

   (Club needs to have a representative attend) 

 

Sat March 21  President Elects Training Metro Area 

Sat April 4  Presidents Elects Training Country 

 

Announcements 

 

Guy.  Book quickly for the 71st dinner on Wednesday 11 March, directly to Club’s account. If you put 
your name down and do not show up, we will still be charged. 
 
Damien.  EarlyAct Club meeting this Tuesday at Newport Lakes Primary. Jack and Jo have agreed to 
attend. (Please see Jo’s report on following pages). 
 
We have decided as a club to get involved in Play Street Australia.  The Council have agreed to the 
concept of Play Street in our area. We are just waiting on the implementation.  The main obstacle 
facing Council is manpower, however Rotary can supply this.  I have been in touch with Jodi Barry, 

Project Officer for Communities that Care. (CTC is an evidence-based, community-change process 
for reducing youth problem behaviours, including harmful substance use, low academic 

achievement, early school leaving, sexual risk-taking, and violence.  It uses an early intervention and 
prevention framework to guide communities towards understanding their local needs, identifying 
and setting priorities, and implementing effective evidence-based strategies to address those 

needs). 
 
Nils:  Acommodation confirmed at Lakeside in Bendigo.  People to pay on arrival.  I have booked 
restaurant for Friday night. We will confirm numbers two days prior. 
 
Behind the Badge – Steve Brydson 
Damien briefed us on how he met Steve at the Laverton gym where they are both members.  After 
coming to a few meetings Steve was keen to join the Club and quickly became involved in all 
activities. Whether it be a packing day for the Highland Foundation, helping out at the Farmers 
Market BBQ’s, marshalling for Around the Bay in a Day, Steve has proven his worth as an able and 
dependable contributor to the Club. 
 

Steve was born in Footscray and attended Footscray Tech where he applied himself to various trades 

including sheet metal, woodwork and technical drawing.   He realised this was not for him, so he 

decided to do Business Studies in 6th form.  After he left school he tried his hand at accountancy.  

Again he did not enjoy this, so he applied to work at J.A. Dundas, a subsidiary of Hortico Garden Care 



Products.  After three years here, Steve went to Ansett Freight Express working on the heavy work of 

unloading containers and rolling drums on to pallets. This involved shift work from 5am to 1pm.  He 

became Distribution Supervisor and was responsible for truck deliveries around Melbourne. He 

transferred to the dock at the front of depot supervising van deliveries and unloading freight.   

 

After 20 years he was offered voluntary redundancy.  However two weeks later he started working 

at Kwikasair Express, again in loading and unloading.   Later he took a job with TNT Transport where 

he spent 15 years at the Laverton depot. Then in 2015 TNT opened its largest transport and logistics 

hub in Melbourne.  This was in Tullarmarine and housed 860 employees and operated as Victorian 

head office and a hub to other depots in regional Victoria and Tasmania. Steve spent six years here 

and enjoyed the new technology and high tech facilities including modern scanning, reversible 

conveyor belts, automated parcel sortation system.  In the last three years of Steve’s employment, 

TNT was bought by FedEx, but fortunately allowed TNT to manage and keep their staff. 

 

Steve retired in July last year.  He is a Blues music man and his favourites are Eric Clapton,  Warren 

Haynes, Gary Moore, Jimmy Hendrix and Stevie Ray Vaughan. He attends the Laverton gym 

frequently where he also does yoga and Tai-chi. He now lives in Altona Meadows and besides 

listening to his favourite music, enjoys gardening and spending time with his nephews and nieces. 

 

Guest speaker 

Alana Nguyen attended RYLA Camp in December at Mt Evelyn.  RYLA stands for Rotary Youth 

Leadership Awards - a week long camp for 18 to 25 year olds to provide opportunities for personal 

growth and leadership development. 

 

The camp exceeded her expectations.  It empowered her and changed her outlook on life. She felt a 

strong sense of community and it was the best week for her own personal development. 

From the very first session which was on vision and values, she was hooked. She understood that our 

core values are what fundamentally determine the decisions we make in our lives. She learnt what 

her life vision was - to ignite love, life, laughter and light into people around her and into the world, 

to be the best person she can be and then to help others to do and achieve the same.  From there, 

all of this was consolidated and further built on through not only the sessions with the presenters 

but also through the interactions with the participants, the mentors and the facilitators. 

 

One of the important things Alana got from the program was the value of reflection.  Every day they 

would be allocated an hour of “me time”.  She used this time for journaling and working through 

what she had learnt that day.  Doing this for a week showed her the power of reflection and how 

impactful it can be on her mind and perspective. 

 

Most importantly, she learnt what it takes to be a leader.  To summarise, she took away from RYLA: 

 A newfound sense of confidence in who she is and who she is going to be 

 A new outlook on her life 

 An abundance of treasured friendships. 

 

She has already put her name down to return to RYLA as a facilitator next year and also wants to join 

the Rotaracts Club.  She thanked the Club for the opportunity of being in the program.  



 

Toni, Alana’s mother, also thanked the Club for the opportunity for her daughter to experience and 

develop herself.  She thanked Murray for encouraging her to get involved in RYLA and said that 

Alana had grown into a very wise lady – open, confident and knowing how to conduct herself.

 

 

 

 



Hazel Ackland with volunteers on packing day 

for Hyland Foundation. 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

          

Jack Tahi with EarlyAct students from Newport Lakes 

Primary working on their project 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EarlyAct’s latest project is with Wildlife Victoria helping in the recovery 

efforts of animals affected by recent bushfires.  Their plan is to write 

to local businesses to convince them to donate $100 each to match 

the $100 in their own account. 

Alanna, the group leader, has created a GoFundMe website and the 

students are preparing to write the spiel for the site, also to write the persuasive letter to go to businesses. 

They have agreed that the old-fashioned approach of a written letter rather than an email will elicit more 

responses.  They are also preparing certificates for each potential business to acknowledge their donation. 

 



 

 

 

  



Melbourne Celtic Festival  
Gather your clan and join us to celebrate all things Celtic on St Patrick's Day, Tuesday, March 17, 

2020 Brand New Festival for Melbourne. 
 

Dates and times   

17/03/2020  

Tue: 9.40am – 11pm…. Main festival from midday  

Celtic Brunch 10am with optional sung Celtic Blessing at 9.40am.  

Location          Contact details  

717 Flinders Street        0410 953 039        

Docklands VIC 3008                       www.melbournecelticfestival.com.au  

           

  CLAYMORE    

  

  MIKE BRADY  

http://melbournecelticfestival.com.au/
http://melbournecelticfestival.com.au/


  

  

Melbourne's brand-new music and arts festival celebrates all things Celtic on St Patrick's Day in the 

heart of the city. The event is family-friendly, and ticket proceeds will go to Mission to Seafarers and 

Rotary mental health initiatives.  

The stellar line-up of Australia's most celebrated Celtic musicians features Mike Brady, Claymore, 

Wendy Stapleton's Australian Women's Choir, Bhan Tre, Claire Patti, Saoirse Oz, Emma-Kate Tobia, 

Maria Forde, Play it Martha, Victoria Welsh Choir, Platform 9 3/4, Comhaltas Melbourne, Geoff 

Jones (Scottish smallpipes), Cath Connelly and Kathryn Clements (acts are subject to change).  

  

Special events include a Celtic Brunch at 10am, with MC Russell 'Robbo' Robertson, special guest 

artist Mike Brady, guest speakers and Irish dancers. At 7.30pm, the musical drama Barry Versus 

Kelly, by Felix Meagher, tells the intriguing story of Australia's controversial folk hero, Ned Kelly, and 

the judge who sentenced him.  

  

Hosted by Sherri McIver, writing workshops at 2pm and 6pm will help you explore your hidden poet 

or work on your craft in a friendly, expressive and supportive space.  

  

There will be free children's activities from 4pm to 6pm, with storytelling, face painting, interactive 

music and a traditional Irish singing workshop with Kathryn Clements.  

    

Price From $20          Features  

Bookings            All ages  

Book online            License  

                

Payment method accepted    How to get there  

All major cards           Public Transport Victoria  

  

Accessibility  
Wheelchair accessible  

Limited accessibility  

Ramp access    

  

  

  

  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/melbourne-celtic-festival-tickets-86772764675
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/melbourne-celtic-festival-tickets-86772764675
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/
http://www.ptv.vic.gov.au/


 

 

 

 

  



  



 

 

  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

Gimme 5 Campaign 

  
  

Here's an explanation. 
The goal is to have every D9800 Rotarian gave a personal $5 donation to The 
Rotary Foundation (TRF) this year.  
Most Rotarians don't donate to The Rotary Foundation and this needs to change.  
Rotarians already donating money each year should keep doing it and know that it is 
appreciated.  
It is our charity and helps fund all the wonderful projects of Rotary and Rotary clubs 
locally and globally. 

• 95% goes directly to great projects.  
• Rated highest rating by charity navigator for 11 consecutive years. 
• It is tax deductible. 

There are three ways to donate: 
  
If you are on My Rotary (RI website) the click here and follow this 
link: https://my.rotary.org/en/donate 

  
If you would prefer to electronically transfer funds here are the details: 
  
BSB:                      332-084 

Account Number:  551038195 

Account Name:     The Australian Rotary Foundation Trust 
  
When you transfer funds please email the Parramatta office:  risppo@rotary.org and 
put in the description box the name of the club e.g “PARRAMATTA18077”. Omit the 
club number if unsure and omit the word “Rotary Club of” because we can only see 
limited characters. 
  
If you would prefer to ring and pay with a credit card over the phone, please ring the 
Parramatta office on 02-8894-9800 and the donation will be processed. 
  
It would be wonderful if you could give more than $5.00 - imagine how much good 
that money could do!! 
 

 

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
mailto:risppo@rotary.org


 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Sunday 8 March 

7.30-1.30 
 
11.30 

Farmers Market 
 

HMAs Yarra Memorial 

 
Mon 9 March 

 NO MEETING 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Wed 11 March 7pm 71st Charter Anniversary Dinner 
 

Mon 16 March Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Sunday 22 March 7.30-1.30 Farmers Market 

Mon 23 March 6.30pm Rotary Club Altona City 
Guest speaker: Kevin Sheedy 

 
27-29 MARCH 

 
Weekend 

 
9800 CONFERENCE BENDIGO 

 

Mon 30 March Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Mon 6 April Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Sun 12 April 7.30-1.30 Farmers Market 

Mon 13 April  NO MEETING 
EASTER MONDAY 

 
March birthdays 
Carl Hurwood 1 March 

 
Anniversaries 
Chris James 1 March – 33 years 
Sven Guttenbeil 24 March - 6 years 

 
 
 
 
 



 
The Rotary Club of Williamstown, District 9800 

 

President:                                           Eddie Knight                             Treasurer:             Nils Oman 

 

Secretary/ Public Officer:                Jo Walker                                  Foundation:          Chris 
James 

 

Membership Development:            Damien Hynes                         Club Service:         Guy 
Chatain 

 

Youth:                                                Damien Hynes 

 

Marketing/PR &                              Brad Saunders 
 

Protection Officer:                          Brad Saunders                        
 
Sergeant at Arms:                          Jack Tahi/ Stan Panten 

 

International Service:                   Hazel Ackland 

 

Community Service:                     John Barry 

 

Community Service RoCan, Wellness Centre 

Chair:                                            Yvonne Moon 

 

President Rotary International 
Mark Daniel Maloney 

 

Rotary District 9800 Governor 
Grant Hocking 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

 

Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
Patrick Docherty-patrick@cfrsolutions.com.au 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday,  7pm 

Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown 

 

Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, 
and we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarydownunder.com.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/


 


