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Apologies: Yvonne Moon, Brad Saunders, Jack Tahi, Kathy Roberts, Beres Martin, Roger Banks, Jan 
Allen, Sven Gutenbeil, Daniel Keas, Tony Boyd 

Guests.  Elyse Banks, John McCarthy 

President’s Report 

Yvonne is improving and is being moved to rehab at Willy Hospital on 26 February. 

I received an email from Assistant Governor, Patrick Doherty, to inform us that the Cluster Night on 

18 Feb provided 14,000 people a meal. 

We have reviewed the structure of the committees and narrowed it down to focus on just three 
areas – Membership, Community Service and International Service so that we can get all members 
involved in the running of the Club. 

Brad Saunders attended the Board meeting on Thursday and presented an update on the RoCan 
Wellness Centre.  The previous Trust we had in place was limited into what we could do.  Moores, 
our legal consultants have recommended that we create a new entity in the form of a Public 
Benevolent Institution (PBI) which will take the form of a company limited by guarantee.  This will be 



called RoCan Limited.  The RoCan Trust will be wound up and money in the bank will be transferred 
to the new entity. 

I attended the multi district President Elect Training Session (PETS) in Ballarat.   Four districts were 
involved.  New theme – Rotary Opens Opportunities.  Speakers on leadership, pursuit of excellence, 
governance and the Rotary Centenary. We as a Club need to think of a project and start applying for 
grants. Our Club is two years behind with forward planning.  I have committed to a second year as 
President.  (JB thanked Eddie for taking the role again). 

Murray and I attended the Business Leaders Breakfast on 19 February.  Andrew Crisp Emergency 
Management Commissioner for Victoria was the keynote speaker.  He gave us an insight into the 
bushfire crisis. The District 9800 bushfire relief has raised $600,000 so far and is aiming at doubling 
that amount. 

Rotary Altona City has a meeting on Monday 23 March.  I suggest we join their event at Kooringal 
Golf Club, as Kevin Sheedy, Essendon coach and football legend is the guest speaker. I have pencilled 
in 15 attendees from our Club. 

Reminders 

Sat February 29    DIK Open Day 10.00am – 3.00pm 

Inner Wheel Opera Night - 6.30pm 

 
Thurs March 5        International Women’s Day Breakfast  7.00am -9.00am 

Sat March 7  Highlands Foundation Packing Day, Scout Hall, Altona 10am-4pm 

Sun March 8        HMAS Yarra Memorial 11.30am  

March 14          District Vocational Workshop Melbourne 

April 18           District Vocational Workshop Bendigo 

   (Club needs to have a representative attend) 

 

Announcements 

Hazel 

We have arranged a packing day for PNG Highlands Foundation at the Altona Scout Hall from 10am 

to 4pm on Saturday 7 March.  Please give this some consideration – you don’t have to be there all 

day but your help would be greatly appreciated.  Please let me know when you can be there. Thank 

you. 

 

Murray.  I attended the Business Leaders Breakfast at the Hyatt Place Events Centre in Essendon 

Field with Eddie. Great presentations.  One key insight - we should have a project driven Club rather 

than a fundraising Club.  Andrew Crisp gave a good update on the recent bushfire crisis.  He will also 

be a speaker at the District Conference. 

 

We need to consider a project for the Rotary Centenary in 2021.  (Discussion on The Message Tree as 

a possibility.  Also to consider a Cluster project. Elyse suggested a Teddy Bears’ Picnic.)  

 

Guy.  Thanks Murray for being MC at our Christmas function.  In future we need to pay in advance 

for functions.  We had four unpaid bookings but the onus fell on the Club to make payment.  Also 



thanks to Jo for her work with the Bulletin, even when overseas, and for Stan for his enthusiasm in 

the role of Sergeant. 

 

Damien.  We have agreed to man the canteen for the the Williamstown Football Club during the 

season April to August.  The dates are 5 April, 13 May and 22 August.  They will donate $200 to our 

Club for each day we man. 

 

I spoke to John from Rotary Point Gellibrand who had a successful evening as a result of a letterbox 

drop to residents in the new development at Point Gellibrand.  Possibly we may work together for 

another night. 

 

I attended a meeting at Hobson’s Bay Youth Network. There are groups in the community that carry 

out research into looking at what is needed for the youth in the area. Statistics show that the 

disengaged youth in the area is increasing. One program is Play Street whereby suburban streets are 

closed to traffic for 2 hours on a Sunday to encourage the community to socialise and play.  Perhaps 

our Club could get involved, maybe with Dads of Newport and Newport Lakes Primary School.  I will 

follow up. 

 

I am planning to invite SALT to our Club to make a presentation.  At the same time to invite 

members from local sporting clubs.  (SALT Sport and Life Training is a not-for-profit health 

promotion organisation.  Their vision is to Transform Australian Culture Through Sport.  They 

deliver quality education, culture and leadership sessions into sporting clubs, schools and 

businesses.  SALT use trained and experienced teachers who understand the context of sporting club 

culture.  They exist because our society is in crisis – issues of drug and alcohol abuse, violence, 

suicide, discrimination, mental illness, racism and addiction pervade our culture.) 

John:  I sent an email to members of the Community Service committee asking for ideas for a 

community project.  First step to identify what may be needed and what our Club could do. Many 

projects floating around the district, also look in our own backyard. 

 

This coming weekend is Williamstown Seaport Festival – 29 February to 1 March. The Sea Scouts are 

having open days and fundraising with sausage sizzles and baked goods.  Opportunity for our Club to 

assist with BBQ.  (However after discussion it was agreed to give it a miss.) 

 

After the Board meeting on Thursday, we agreed to donate $3250 to WERN in the purchase of 10 

units of whitegoods at a unit price of $325.  These are to be delivered to support the bushfire victims 

in Gippsland.  (It was suggested we help WERN out with the delivery of these goods.) 

 

Nils:  We are getting 1½% interest on our Term Deposit.  Chris James who is an astute successful self-

funded retiree suggested we invest in something like Bluechip shares, ie Westpac, where actual 

return is 9%.  We only need to purchase one share to benefit from dividends.  The Board needs to 

have a look at the money in our Bank and what we have in reserve.  There are two or three optionis 

of what to do with the Reserve.  Further discussion needed on:  Director of Governance to cover our 

tracks, company’s dividend policy changes, who would report to Board, have people who are directly 

involved on a regular basis to provide information 



 

Hazel Ackland      Stan Panten 

CLUSTER PROJECT FORAMEAL ON 18 February in Yarraville 

  

Carl Hurwood      John Barry 



Message from the District Governor, Grant Hocking 
  
We recently completed the DG selection process and information has been sent to 
all clubs highlighting that Amanda Wendt (RC Melbourne) was successful and 
will be District Governor in the 2022-2023 Rotary year. Congratulations Mandi. 
  
I recently attended the Multi District President Elect Training session (PETS) in 
Ballarat to support DGE Philip and his training team. As always the session provided 
a great opportunity to prepare Presidents for the coming year leading their club. A 
very positive experience and great opportunity to start planning for the coming 
Rotary year and get to know each other better. 
  
Last week we held a very successful Bushfire Breakfast which was well supported by 
businesses, Rotarians and guests.  Emergency Services Commissioner Andrew 
Crisp enthralled and impressed the 150 people attending at the Park Hyatt. There is 
more happening with the response to the bushfires and an update will be provided 
soon. 
  
On 23 February we celebrated 115 years of Rotary worldwide and in 2021 we will 
celebrate 100 years of Rotary Down Under. It’s a special time. Rotary in Australia 
and NZ celebrates the First 100 years of Service in 2021. It's the time to mark the 
occasion and create a legacy that propels Rotary into the next century of service. 
This is so important – we will not have another chance in our lifetime! Clubs are 
asked to undertake a project either on your own or in partnership with 
Rotary/Rotaract clubs in your area/cluster/district. Projects are already underway. 
  
Centenary Rotary Projects that address a real community need, propel us into the 
next century of community service, energise members, provide a magnet for new 
members , find new partners and raise our profile. More information 
at  https://www.rotary100downunder.com/  
  
Events coming up include: 

• District Conference 27-29 March in Bendigo 
• Vocational service workshops 
• Social Impact Form on 2 May at RMIT Melbourne 
• Interact Conference Victoria on 23 May at Camp Getaway Axedale 
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Gimme 5 Campaign 

  
  

Here's an explanation. 
The goal is to have every D9800 Rotarian gave a personal $5 donation to The 
Rotary Foundation (TRF) this year.  
Most Rotarians don't donate to The Rotary Foundation and this needs to change.  
Rotarians already donating money each year should keep doing it and know that it is 
appreciated.  
It is our charity and helps fund all the wonderful projects of Rotary and Rotary clubs 
locally and globally. 

• 95% goes directly to great projects.  
• Rated highest rating by charity navigator for 11 consecutive years. 
• It is tax deductible. 

There are three ways to donate: 
  
If you are on My Rotary (RI website) the click here and follow this 
link: https://my.rotary.org/en/donate 

  
If you would prefer to electronically transfer funds here are the details: 
  
BSB:                      332-084 

Account Number:  551038195 

Account Name:     The Australian Rotary Foundation Trust 
  
When you transfer funds please email the Parramatta office:  risppo@rotary.org and 
put in the description box the name of the club e.g “PARRAMATTA18077”. Omit the 
club number if unsure and omit the word “Rotary Club of” because we can only see 
limited characters. 
  
If you would prefer to ring and pay with a credit card over the phone, please ring the 
Parramatta office on 02-8894-9800 and the donation will be processed. 
  
It would be wonderful if you could give more than $5.00 - imagine how much good 
that money could do!! 
 

 

https://my.rotary.org/en/donate
mailto:risppo@rotary.org


 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
Mon 2 March 

 
Evening 

Business meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Person Behind the badge: 
Steve Brydson 

Sunday 8 March 7.30-1.30 Farmers Market 

 
Mon 9 March 

 NO MEETING 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

 

Wed 11 March  71st Charter Anniversary Dinner 
 

Mon 16 March Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Sunday 22 March 7.30-1.30 Farmers Market 

Mon 23 March 6.30pm Rotary Club Altona City 
Guest speaker: Kevin Sheedy 

 
27-29 MARCH 

 
Weekend 

 
9800 CONFERENCE BENDIGO 

 

Mon 30 March Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Mon 6 April Evening Business Meeting 
Pelicans Landing 

Sun 12 April 7.30-1.30 Farmers Market 

Mon 13 April  NO MEETING 
EASTER MONDAY 

 
Birthdays  

Jack Tahi   23 Feb 

Carl Hurwood   1 March 

 
Anniversaries 
Damien Hynes 24 Feb  6 years 
Chris James   1 March  33 years 
 
 



The Rotary Club of Williamstown, District 9800 

 

President:                                           Eddie Knight                             Treasurer:             Nils Oman 

 

Secretary/ Public Officer:                Jo Walker                                  Foundation:          Chris 
James 

 

Membership Development:            Damien Hynes                         Club Service:         Guy 
Chatain 

 

Youth:                                                Damien Hynes 

 

Marketing/PR &                              Brad Saunders 
 

Protection Officer:                          Brad Saunders                        
 
Sergeant at Arms:                          Jack Tahi/ Stan Panten 

 

International Service:                   Hazel Ackland 

 

Community Service:                     John Barry 

 

Community Service RoCan, Wellness Centre 

Chair:                                            Yvonne Moon 

 

President Rotary International 
Mark Daniel Maloney 

 

Rotary District 9800 Governor 
Grant Hocking 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

 

Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
Patrick Docherty-patrick@cfrsolutions.com.au 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday,  7pm 

Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown 

 

Contact us: Jo Walker- joannagwalker@gmail.com 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, 
and we promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page 

 

http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/
http://www.rotarydownunder.com.au/
http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/

