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Rotary Year 2019                                           Date: 4th March 

Area of Focus for March is Water and Sanitation 
Presidents report 
 
On sun 3/3 we helped out at the 77 Anniversary of the sinking of HMAS YARRA. YARRA was sunk by the 
Japanese south of Java on 4/3/1942. The ranks of supporters are slowly decreasing. There were some 130 
recruits from Cerberus naval base in Hastings present. We fed the supporters and got $150 in donations. 
After the BBQ Murray and I met some 12 Swedish Rotarians that was here on a friendship exchange 
hosted by the Rotary Club of Yea. Murray told them a bit about Williamstown history and we had a fish & 
chips lunch in the Commonwealth Reserve. 

 
Kathy & I went to the International Women's Day Rotary breakfast held at Crown on Thursday 7/3. There 
were over 900 people there, mostly women. They had a panel discussion that was quite interesting. In 
summary I would say that women's position here in Australia is gradually getting better but there is still 
some way to go. In my world the most important concept is that we should have RESPECT for each other. 
You don't look down on people you respect, you don't punch or cheat them etc. 
 
On Friday 8/3 we helped out catering for the 30 odd riders in the ROCAN Ride for a Cure that arrived to 
the RYCV after a 1100 km ride from Sydney. The riders were very obviously glad to be at the end of this 
great effort. Thank you to Hazel, John, Damien and Jack for helping out. 

 
On Monday 11/3 is our Charter Anniversary and also a Public Holiday on Monday so No meeting. 
 
The D9800 changeover will happen on 30 June. Save this date in your club diary. 



 
If anyone is interested in walking the Kokoda trail in PNG, Shelterbox Australia will do the trek 22/4-
2/5/2020. Apart from trekking you will also help local communities hands-on during this 11 day 
adventure. Contact info@inspiredadventures.com.au for more info. 
 
Apologies: Stan Patten, Yvonne Moon, Tony Boyd, Brad Saunders, Jo Walker, Eddie Knight. 
 
Guests; Finn Bullock and her Mother Stephanie. 
 

Announcements: 
 
Louise Larkin on facebook is asking for support. 
Friends in need is hosting Children's party (many with disabilities) between 10am and 3pm on the 
31st March. 
 
Murray has been offered the honour of representing R.I. President Barry Raisin at a conference in 
Ashburton, New Zealand. He will the RIPPER.  
 
Damien announced that Early at Newport Primary is back on track, which is good news. 
 
Our Guest speaker Finn Bullock, spoke with enthusiasm about her time at NYSF in Canberra. 
Making lifelong friends and having learning experiences she wouldn't normally have exposure to.  
 
200 students attended lectures and workshops, they were also able to have hands on 
experiences.  The Forum also interacted with Universities which enabled the students to see what 
courses are available to them in the future, when making their decisions for tertiary education. 
 
Finn stated it also defined more clearly for her what she would like to study and work towards in 
the future, A Scientific Communicator. She thanked the Rotary Club for the chance to attend. 

 

 

     
 



Sunday, March 3rd was the HMAS Yarra Memorial Service which is held each year on the 1st 

Sunday in March with Navy personnel and family members in attendance. 

 
This ship was sadly sunk South of Java during a battle with the Japanese Navy. 

The Williamstown R.C. has had a long association with this Memorial being influential in its construction, 
maintenance and by providing a BBQ at the end of the service 

     
 

 



2019 RoCan BIKE RIDE ON TOUR. 

 

 

 
Yvonne with President Sue Vincent from Prahran R.C. who also completed the ride. 

 

      
 

 



BIKERS ARRIVING AT RYCW FRIDAY 08.04.2019  

 
                                                                                          

    

                                                                                         Thanks for your help Lexie and Barb 

 

 
 

 

 



Inner Wheel "A Touch of Africa" night at RYCW, Williamstown 

 
 
It was great to welcome some Swedish Rotarians and their partners, being hosted by the Rotary Club of Yea, 
on a day trip to Williamstown today. They had come from temperatures of -25 but coped very well with our 37 
degree day. Murray showed them a bit of Williamstown and our Swedish Club President, Nils Oman, was there 
to greet them and even sold them some souvenir Rotary polos. 
 

    
 

         
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nils.oman?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARB9U8RwWqsgeLGMACfXe_BdF4UO-lKJwn2-xkpxpm2n89x4U1mWLuhCvdif9F_8GW5LY0ySEMNWBTO4&fref=mentions


 

 

Message from Rotary District 9800 Governor 

Bronwyn Stephens 

 
 

 

Rotary is a change making organisation. Participating in Rotary means I choose to spend my time with 

people who are outward focussed, who care for others and who want to make the world a better place. 

I am part of Rotary action groups to advocate for the rights of others to enjoy the liberties we all appreciate. 

Ten years of involvement has enabled my personal and professional development, and enhanced my ability 

to influence better outcomes. 

Our values ensure we remain actively non-political and non-religious. This enables us to welcome everyone 

into our service organisation and expand the diversity of our membership. 

We help ourselves by helping others. It makes us feel good, and people can tell. Supporting and inspiring 

others is part of the Rotary journey – a journey which has changed my life too. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 

CALENDER OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Carl Hurwood 1st March 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown, District 9800 
 

President:                                     Nils Oman                             Treasurer:             Tony Boyd 
 
Secretary/ Public Officer:          Kathy Roberts                      Foundation:          Murray Verso 
 
Membership Development:      Damien Hynes                     Club Service:         Eddie Knight 
 
Marketing/PR &                         Brad Saunders 
 
Protection Officer:                     Brad Saunders                    Sergeant at Arms:  Jack Tahi/ Carl Hurwood 
 
International Service:                Hazel Ackland 
 
Community Service:                  John Barry 
 
Community Service RoCan, Wellness Centre 
Chair:                                         Yvonne Moon 
 

 
President Rotary International 

Barry Rassin  http://www.rotary.org/ 
 

Rotary District 9800 Governor 
Bronwyn Stephens   http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

 
 

Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
Paul Rake - paul.rake@bigpond.com 

 
 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday,  Alternating lunch and evening meetings. 
Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown 

 

Contact us:   Kathy Roberts 0404 896 305 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

 
The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and we promote 

the Club’s activities and successes on this page. 
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