
 
No. 48                  Rotary Year 2017/2018                          Date Oct 2  

     “OCTOBER IS VOCATIONAL SERVICE MONTH”  
 

Guests:         Phil McGurn, Rhonda Knight and George’s son    
 
Apologies:   Brad, Carl, Beres, John, Vicky, Jack and Guy 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
Murray, acting as Seargant, holds a profitable fine session of happy and sad fines! 
 

George, asks that we all take a look at the X-Mas Party flyer and proof read. 
 

Tony, requests we try to source more sponsors and players for the Charity Golf Day. 
 

Nils, advises of a $604 profit at most recent BBQ. 

 
Damien, passes on details of Claude Bury’s funeral service, and advises that in lieu of flowers 
Claude requested donations be made to our Wellness Centre. 
 

Kathy, urges us to record in the red book our attendance at next year’s conference. 
 

Yvonne, asks that we all put the following important date in our diaries and share with our 
family, friends and colleagues: 
 
 A fun night is planned to raise awareness for the need for an early stage detection test for 
ovarian cancer, and cancer research; as well as building a Wellness Centre, here in our West, to 
support those and their families on a journey with all cancers.    
                                                                                                                                                   

 And the date is:    SATURDAY OCTOBER 28,   see below for all the details! 
                                                                                                            



                                                         
 

Yvonne, also urges us to save another important date!  The Rotary Club of Werribee’s High 
Tea, where part proceeds raised will go to our Wellness Centre!  

 

 
  
And the date is:  SUNDAY 22

ND
 OF OCTOBER!  See below for all the details:      

                                  



YVONNE MOON – the person behind the badge! 

Our evening meeting of Oct 2, was the “person behind the badge”, and provided a fabulous 

opportunity for Yvonne to bring us up to date with the current position of Rocan, and remind us of all 

that Rocan has achieved since it’s development some 17 years ago. 

Yvonne gave her word to her dear friend Anna Buckley that losing her life to ovarian cancer would not 

be in vain; and that she would do everything possible to realize an early detection test for this 

particular cancer so the fate of other women upon diagnosis would possibly not be as catastrophic.   

And this Yvonne has done.  For 17 years Yvonne and her Rocan supporters have worked tireslessly 
to educate all in the community of the graveness of ovarian cancer due to the fact that there is no 
early stage detection test.  Rocan has raised over 1 million dollars via fundraising initiatives, too many 
to list in total.  The Ride for a Cure bicyle ride being one of the most successful.  Art Shows, Fashion 
Parades, Balls, Golf Days, Teal Long Table Event, Summer Lights Night, Movie Night, Sounds 
Concert, Susan Alberti Breakfast and much more, along with many kind, generous donations from the 
Rotary Club Community. 
 
Not being a scientist herself there is not much more Yvonne can do to expedite the realization of this 
important test. Yvonne having an established realtionship with the Olvia Newton John Wellness 
Centre recognized the need for such an environment here in our West.  Whilst our medical scientists 
are doing all they can with research into cancer, people continue to be diagnosed with the disease, 
and subsequently find themselves on a difficult and frightening journey.  The Rocan Wellness Centre 
will provide a haven of relaxation with the opportunity to participate in yoga, music & art relaxation, 
counseling, and many other essential therapies.  Recognizing the need for accomodation for those 
and their families in rural areas attending treatments and various medical appointments in local 
hospitals, there will be comfortable accomodation.  Yvonne, as we all, have known and lost many 
dear to us through cancer and also know of successes who following surgeries, treatements etc go 
onto enjoy a good quality of life.  The “thrivers” as Yvonne says.  It is Yvonne’s objective to ensure 
that all on a journey with cancer, be it a positive or not so positive outcome, be they the individual 
themselves or a family or friend in support, has access to resources that make their journey as 
comfortable as possible. 
 
Our next fund raising event is a Fun Filled 70’s night on October 28 at the Yarraville Club, with 
entertainment from ongoing Rocan supporter John St Peeters, and many other fine musicians equally 
passionate about this cause; and next year a huge Gala Event is proposed in conjunction with the 
Lombardo Family at a reception centre in Taylor’s Lakes where a trip to Las Vegas will feature as the 
main prize! 

                             
Yvonne & Kathy receiving a donation from the                 Yvonne’s boys! – some of the bike riders 
Children of the Sandridge School Early Act Club 
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Date: September 12, 2017 

Dear Auntie Neona, 

Thank you so much for your nice letter and photos! I always enjoy seeing photos from 

you. I am not happy to hear you have been sick. I don’t have any word beside wish you 

fully recovered soon. Is this illness annoying you? I am healthy and be happy living here.  

Happy (belated) Birthday, Grandma! I wish her be happy and healthy all the time. It 

sounds her birthday was celebrated with joyful of Danny Boy sound. I have seen Bagpipes 

on internet already and it is interesting music instrument.   

I still haven’t received the DVD you have sent yet. What do you think?  

On 16th, FLOW will all the kids and I to visit our home provinces for joining Pchum Ben 

ceremony. I am not sure yet whether I go or not because I am not sure whether my brother 

comes to take me. If I go I would tell you all about trip when I’m back.  

Take care, Aunty! 

Loves, Kea 

 

 

Date: October 4, 2017 

Dear Auntie and Uncle, 

Hello, Auntie! I hope all is well there. I am good here. I got to visit my hometown for 

celebrating Pchum Ben with my family. Visiting my hometown was exciting because I 

meet all my relatives and we went to the pagodas with rice and food for the monks. I met 

some old friends there, too. 

A Ha Ha project was held last Saturday for cleaning and fixing all the kids’ teeth. We 

also had special lunch and played games with them. It was very happy.  

My English class has started again after we had two weeks break.  

Best wishes, Auntie  

Kea 

 

           
Dearest Kea, 

I am so glad to hear you are well and happy, and that you had an amazing visit with your 

family in your hometown.  How special for you, and visiting the Pagodas with rice and food for 

the Monks, I am sure they would have been very grateful. 

The Mary Poppins DVD is on its way to you Kea, hopefully you will receive it this month at worst 

it may be January.  There are books accompanying it, so took a little organizing to get these items 

over to you. 



How fantastic you were able to participate in the Ha Ha programme having your teach cleaned 

and fixed.  It is very important we maintain good oral hygiene for our general health and 

wellbeing.  Just like it is important to have a diet including vegetables and fruit, and I know you 

eat plenty of this good food at Flo.  It is nice to have treats on occasion, like soda and sweets, don’t 

you think Kea?  We appreciate them when we don’t have them all the time. 

You are right, I was getting very tired of being ill and it was annoying me; however I am 

travelling along well now and the weather has begun to warm up and I am hoping this well help to 

keep me healthy. 

We had a fun day here last Saturday as we gathered around our TV to watch the AFL Grand 

Final.  It is a football game played by boys with an oval shaped ball.  They are very skilled, and it 

was an exciting game.  The team that won is called the Richmond Tigers.  The season is over now 

for the year and doesn’t recommence until April next year. David is very sad that he doesn’t have 

any footy to watch until then, however the cricket season will begin soon and this he is happy 

about.  Do the boys at Flo play cricket?  It is a game with a small ball that is bowled at a player 

with a bat.  The idea is that the batter hits the ball as far as they can so that they can get many 

runs on the board.   It is very different to Australian Rules Football, and can be very exciting at 

times also. Now that the football season is over a very special time of year begins in Melbourne 

called the Spring Carnival.  It is a season of horse racing. I have attached a photo of David and I 

attending a very famous horse race called the Melbourne Cup.  It is an opportunity for people to 

dress in nice clothes and hats, and traditionally on Cup Day men wear a yellow rose in the lapel of 

their jacket and women a yellow rose on their dress or hand.  If you look closely at the picture you 

can see David’s rose, however mine is on my rest behind my back.  In Melbourne we actually 

celebrate a public holiday for this race it is a very big event. 

Just like your English classes have resumed from a break, my piano classes resume from a break 

tomorrow. So will have to sign off now, and get some preparation underway. 

Grandma says thank you very much for sending her greetings for her birthday. 

We love you very much Kea, and so happy that you are happy and enjoying your life at Flo.  We 

have a cabinet in our living room where we display our family photos.  I have attached a picture for 

you.  If you look closely you will see a framed picture of you on Valentine’s Day in traditional 

dress, to the left.  Beside that is my Mum and Dad on their wedding day, and a small frame that 

Kengo, our vising Japanese student gave us earlier this year, with him and Ariel, and a family 

picture with us.  Then there is David and I on our wedding day, and a small pic of Mum with 

Darren in the Antarctica behind.  A big picture of all our family and friends who attended our 

wedding in Port Douglas, and a picture of David’s Mum and Dad.  So you see we think very much 

of you as part of our family, our niece.  

Look forward to hearing from you again. 

With lots of love, Aunty Neona, Uncle David and Grandma 

 



Murray:                     Interplast Fundraiser Event 

Changing futures with some help from our friends  

 

We are very excited to announce a special one-night-only event featuring some of Australia’s most-
loved entertainers coming together to raise funds for Interplast’s life-changing work across the Asia 
Pacific. 

Hosted by radio identity and comedian Richard Stubbs, the evening’s entertainment includes 

performances by Daryl Braithwaite and Russell Morris and their bands, supported by Chris Wilson. 

Join us for a fantastic evening of Australian music and lots of laughs at Melbourne’s historic 
Athenaeum Theatre on Wednesday, 11 October from 7.30pm. 

Book your tickets now on the Ticketek website. Group bookings of 10 or more will be charged at the 

concession price. To make a group booking call the Ticketek Groups Booking line on 1300 364 001. 

All proceeds from the evening will go to Interplast. 

Tickets are already selling fast so don’t delay and risk missing out! Please feel free to share with 
friends, family and colleagues who could be interested in joining us for the evening. 
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Tony: has emailed member’s necessary application and sponsorship forms, please print and 
share.  We have 7 teams, and several sponsors – more teams the merrier!        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



ONE GIRL 

  In our lunch meeting of the 25th of September we 
learnt of the plight of 60 million girls around the world denied an education. 

Our Guest Speaker was an impressive 13 year old girl Sarah Koster.  Sarah’s father lives in Africa and 
works for the United Nations.  With the nature of her father’s work, Sarah has learnt how very different 
life can be for a 13 year old girl growing up in a developing country.  Sarah understanding the 
desparate need for change passionately became an Ambassador for ONE GIRL. 

ONE GIRL work in Africa’s most challenging countries a girl can be born into – Sierra Leone and 
Uganda.  ONE GIRL began with the chance meeting of a 14 year old girl named Brenda who was 
wandering the streets asking strangers for help to pay her school fees. 

There are many reasons why girls are denited an education, however when it comes down to it many 
girls are prevented from going to school simply because they are born a girl.  Boys are chosen to go to 
school to follow paths of farming and business.  Whilst girls often find themselves restricted to 
family,and home duties. 

A girl in Sierra Leone is more likely to be forced into marriage as a child than she will be to go to high 
School.  Girls as young as 11 can be engaged to men old enough to be their father.  Teenage 
pregnancy is one of the most common reaons for dropping out of school.  Some girls have early 
unprotected sex, or are victims of sexual assault.  In order to survie, girls are forced to sell themselves 
for food and money.  Child birth amongst 15 to 19 year old girls is the number 1 cause of death in 
developing countries. 

Many families live in poverty.  Often it is difficulty to get enough money to cover food and rent, and 
school is seen as an extravagance.  If a family can afford to send a child to school it is almost always a 
boy. 

ONE GIRL recognizes that education changes everything.  At ONE GIRL girls are educated with 
Scholarships.  These Scholardhips provide the girls with everything they need for school; books, bag, 
uniform, shoes, school fees and more.  ONE GIRL, in collaboration with local community members and 
chiefs, build schools and toilets using local materials and labour; in conjunction with a local construction 
partner, to provide safe and AWESOME places for learning. 

There is so much more to ONE GIRL, and many ways to support the good work they do.  Please take 
the time and visit their website onegirl.org.au 
October is “do it in a dress” month.  Don a school dress and participate in fun activities raising necessry 
funds and awareness for those girls in Africa who can’t. 
 
Little Girls with dreams become Women with Vision. 



 

 Something for the diary, “Second 
Hand Heaven” at Seaworks, Nelson Place, Williamstwon on Sunday 
October 29, 10am to 3pm, gold coin donation.  Any interested stall 
holders please contact Jenny Baker on email address: 
secondhandheaven2@gmail.com 
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Lift the Lid on Mental Illness is Australian 
Rotary Health’s National annual fundraising day for mental health research.  

The campaign, founded by ARH Vice Chairman Greg Ross, started in 2016 in partnership 
with Rotary Clubs of Victoria. The event was such a success that it has now been extended 
to all Rotary Clubs across Australia.  

Each year approximately 1-in-5 Australians will experience a mental illness and in order to 
help future generations of young Australians, we need to look ahead through research and 
find out how we can prevent this type of illness occurring. 

You can support this wonderful initiative by making a donation on World Mental Health Day, 
Tuesday October 10 to your local Rotary Club or to Australian Rotary Health. As we are also 
celebrating Hat Day, you are invited to hold an event and wear your most eye-catching hat.  

For further information, please contact the Australian Rotary Health office on: (02) 8837 
1900 or admin@arh.org.au  

 

 

District Conference Early Bird Bookings Now Open 

 www.rotaryconference.org.au 

mailto:admin@arh.org.au
http://rotarydistrict9800.com.au/click.php?id=6385632&em=kathy.roberts@lightupyourlife.com.au&url=http://www.rotaryconference.org.au


World of Difference Tours 2017-2018     

              

World of Difference is pleased to confirm three exciting tours to Cambodia and Laos. 

If you or anyone you know is looking to get involved at an International level in 

something exciting and different then one of World of Difference’s humanitarian 

adventure tours to Asia could be the perfect offering. 

 

Over the next 9 months you have three exciting tours to choose from. Please take a 

moment to have a look and please pass this email onto any of your friends who you think 

may be interested: - 

 

Cambodian Humanitarian Adventure Tour  

13 Days from 5th of November 2017 

This tour is perfect for those who would like to roll up their sleeves and get involved in 

some humanitarian work. During this 13 day tour, you will visit Cambodia’s spectacular 

tourist attractions including Angkor Wat and it’s many temples, museums that capture 

the dark past of Cambodia during the cold war and get involved in humanitarian 

activities such as teaching at a school, building water filters or helping out at one of 

the legitimate orphanages. 

 

Cambodian Humanitarian Family Adventure Tour  

16 Days from 5th of January 2018 

This Humanitarian Tour is the perfect educational life experience for families to share 

whether it be parents and their children or grandparents and their grandchildren. 

Following a similar format to our November tour, this tour will provide families with an 

opportunity to experience Asian culture at the grass roots, as well as enable you to 

change the way our children think about the world, while making a World of Difference 

in the lives of those less fortunate. 

 

Laos & Cambodia 

16 Days from 20th of March 2018 

A unique opportunity to join our first WOD tour to Laos. We will be based at the world 

heritage Luang Prabang and attend the opening ceremony for the latest Rotary primary 

school project in the remote village of Ban Heuthan. This tour will not include the usual 

WOD hands on volunteering but rather will be an opportunity to experience the real 

Laos that is not often seen by tourists.  



Please click on the following links to view the tour brochure or booking form for more 

information and prices. 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/4348a4ac76a55a07e4b20a852/files/6bc869d3-3da0-

4f94-bde2-55cadf8de5ae/WOD_Upcoming_Tours_old.pdf 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/4348a4ac76a55a07e4b20a852/files/fa5ecf8d-a3ec-

47df-81ef-957d9eb1b719/Tour_Booking_Form_2017_18.pdf 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Rob or Barry. 

rob.hines@live.com.au 

0407877550, barry.hickman@gmail.com 
 

    

                    
 
 

                                                                                                   
Engage in the Challenge 

 
PLANT A TREE BY APRIL 22, 2018! 

Here's how you can get involved 

Develop projects with Rotaract and Interact Clubs 

Collaborate with community partners and local experts 

Create international partnerships where tree planting can lift up entire 

communities 
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WHY PLANT     

Trees are engines of economic development 

High nutrition foods for humans, animals, wildlife and insects 

Sustainable building materials and fuel 

Canopies in urban areas to cool, reduce energy use, absorb pollution and increase 

property values 

Trees protect our environment 

Increase ground water recharge; prevent runoff and loss of soil 

Create habitat for wildlife 

Produce oxygen, use carbon dioxide, improve public health 

Slow global warming by storing carbon 

Trees and woodlands provide spiritual renewal and life 

walking in the woods stimulates the mind and soothes the soul 

 

Trees and woodlands provide homes for birds, and many other speciesSend your 

reasons for planting trees to trees@esrag.org 

 

 

TREE PLANTING PRACTICES & PRINCIPLES 

Consult local professionals 

Carefully plan the project 

Evaluate the site: sunlight, water, wind, temperature, soil, fertility and security 

Select trees adapted to the site and pestand disease resistant 

Plant at the right time using proper planting techniques 

Establish a maintenance schedule 

Care for the trees until they are established and flourishing 

 

TREES BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER 

What are other Rotary Club and Districts doing? 

What global and local resources are available? 

How can we get started?  Do you need ideas? 

Do you want to read success stories?  

Do you have a question?  Write to trees@esrag.org 

Are you ready to report trees planted?   

Our Tree Planting Recorder is coming soon! 

Visit our Tree FAQ Here 

 

 

mailto:trees@esrag.org?subject=Rotary%20Tree%20Planting%20-%20Why%20We%20Plant%20Trees
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CALENDAR OCT 2017                              
 Sun                   Mon           Tues         Wed      Thurs      Fri        Sat 

 

1. 

 

2. 3. 4. 5. 6. 7. 

8. Farmer’s 

Market 

BBQ 

9. 10. 11. 12. 13. 14.  

15. 16. Paul 

Morris & 

Brendan Rice 

from Disaster 

Aide. 

 

17. 18. 19. 20. 21.  

22.Farmer’s 

Market 

BBQ 

23.Sergeant 

Russell from 

Williamstown 

Police Station 

24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 

29. 30. 31.     

 
 

to Eddie for Oct 16 and Brad for Oct 21! 
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The Rotary Club of Williamstown, District 9800 
 
President:                                  Damien Hynes       Treasurer:             Nils Oman 

Secretary/ Public Officer:       Kathy Roberts        Foundation:          Murray Verso                                     

Membership Development:   Guy Chatain           Club Service:         Eddie Knight                                                                                                    

Marketing/PR &  

Protection Officer:                   Brad Saunders       Sergeant at Arms:  John Barry                        

Community Service:                George Papazisis 
 
Community Service, 
Rocan, Wellness Centre 
Chair:                                          Yvonne Moon 
 
International Service:             John Barry, Hazel Ackland,  

International/Program:           Vicky Chandler 

Bulletin/Youth Service:           Neona Stiles 

 
President Rotary International 
Ian Risely     http://www.rotary.org/ 

 

Rotary District 9800 Governor 
Peter Frueh   http://www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au 

 
 
Assistant Governor Hobsons Bay Cluster 
Peter Rogers   
 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown meets every Monday,  Alternating lunch and evening meetings. 
Pelicans Landing, 1 Syme St, Williamstown 
 

Contact us:   Kathy Roberts 0404 896 305 

Find us on the web at www.rotarywilliamstown.org.au 

Rotary District 9800   www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au  

Rotary Down Under www.rotarydownunder.com.au 

Networker District 9800’s weekly newsletter www.rotarydistrict9800.org.au/ 

The Rotary Club of Williamstown is on Facebook – any Facebook user can join the group, and we 
promote the Club’s activities and successes on this page. 
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