
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President George, resplendent in his presidential collar (we think he 

sleeps with it) welcomed members and guests to one of our smallest 

luncheon meetings ever. He told us that he was exhausted after 

spending Sunday at Seaworks for the car show sausage sizzle!  

George drew our attention to two items sent from District 9800 

Secretary, Marjorie Gerlinger. Firstly, a letter calling for nominations for 

past presidents to serve on the selection committee for the District 

Governor for the 2019-2020 Rotary year. 

 

The second item was an invitation to attend the 

District 9800 New Members Seminar to be held 

at the Montague Centre in South Melbourne on 

Sunday 6th November. It was agreed that the club 

would pay for our newest member, Vicki Chandler, 

and potential member, Jacob Hockins, to attend. 

George also 

reminded us that 

24th October 

will be the 

annual World 

Polio Day, also 

known as 

“Purple 

Pinkie Day”. 

It was 

suggested that at next week’s meeting we paint our 

little finger nails purple to highlight the need to 

complete the eradication of polio.   
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Tony Boyd reminded everyone of the Club’s Annual 

Golf Day to be held at Kooringal Golf Club, Altona on 

Wednesday 26th October commencing at 12.00pm. A 

number of regular players from past years are unable 

to competer this year, so Tony is keen for us to seek 

out other golf buddies to enjoy the fun and to help 

raise funds for the ROCAN Cancer Wellness Centre. 

 

Murray advised that  bookings for the Rotary Foundation Dinner for the nine Rotary Clubs in 

the Chirnside and Hobsosn Bay are now available online and can be easily made at 

www.trybooking.com/234287 . The red book was passed around for members to indicate their 

intention to attend. The dinner, at the Yarraville Club on the evening of Monday 14th November, 

will replace our normal lunchtime meeting. 

Eddie Knight thanked everyone who had worked on the sausage sizzle at the French Car 

Festival at Seaworks on Sunday 16 October. He thought that the net proceeds would be 

around $1150. Well done to first timer, Vicki, for being our cashier for the day. 

 

                                Photos from the French car Festival held at Seaworks on Sunday 16th Octobe 

http://www.trybooking.com/234287
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GUEST SPEAKER : Matt McCarroll 

Matt is the President of theWilliamstown Swimming and Life 

Saving Club ( WSLSC). The club was established in 1922 to 

prevent death and injury at Williamstown Beach and to train 

club members to become volunteer lifesavers. 

Prior to this (1884 to 1920) the Club was known as The 

Williamstown Swimming Club. WSLSC was incorporated in 

1984. The Club affiliated is  affiliated with Life Saving Victoria). 

A past president of our Rotary Club, Fred Thomas OAM 

(1926~2014), was the WSLSC Club President from 1962 to 1981. Carl Hurwood, in his youth, 

was a jumior member of the club. There are currently 1200 members, including 350 nippers. 

The WS&LSC club is located at the western end of Williamstown beach.The clubroom 

comprises of a large open area with a separate kitchen, which is available to members to use. 

The club rooms were built in the 1930s and require a lot of maintnenace. Funding is being 

sourced to replace the toilets.  

The club has a 30m outdoor swimming pool. There are longterm plans to widen the pool and 

heat it to enable more people to use it for longer periods of the year. The club also has  a 

training gym, a training room and a first aid room. It also has a board shed and inflatable rescue 

boat shed.  

Williamstown Beach is patrolled from November to April each year on Saturdays, Sundays and 

public holidays from 12.00pm to 5.00pm. 

The patrol teams are staffed by highly trained volunteers. Each patroller must undertake a 

Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) or Surf Rescue Certificate (Junior Lifesaver) 

before being allowed to put on a red and yellow cap. 

Each patrol group is comprised of a team with the following qualifications or position: 

 Patrol Captain 

 Vice Captain 

 EARLY BIRD BOOKINGS                            

for the 2017 District 980 

Conference are available until              

the end of November. Kathy has 

booked 11 rooms at the Quality 

Hotel Sherbourne Terrace, right in 

the centre of Shepparton. Seven 

(7) of them have already been 

taken. Please tell Kathy ASAP        

if you wish to stay there. 
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 Inflatable Rescue Boat (IRB) Crew and Driver 

 Advanced Resuscitation Certificate and Defibrillation Award or                                             
Advanced Resuscitation Techniques 

 Basic Beach Management 

 Spinal Management 
 

The club’s Junior Team has around 100 competitors and is ranked in the top seven clubs in 

Victoria. 

Matt’s talk was very informative and we learnt a lot about an important local club providing a 

safe and enjoyable beach experience for everyone. 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

16TH EDDIE KNIGHT 

21ST BRAD SAUNDERS 

 

                             

NEXT FARMERS’                 

MARKET BARBECUE 

SUNDAY 23RD OCTOBER 

John Morley Reserve                                 

on The Strand 
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 MEDIA RELEASE Date: 19 October 2016 
 

AUSTRALIAN ROTARIAN STEPHANIE WOOLLARD ONE OF SIX                                                
TO RECEIVE GLOBAL AWARD 

 

 
 

Australian Rotarian Stephanie Woollard has 
been recognised on the global stage with a 
prestigious Rotary Responsible Business 
Award. Stephanie is one of only six 
honorees worldwide, applauded for her 
groundbreaking work establishing the Seven 
Women project, which supports disabled 
women in Nepal.  
 

The award presentation will be the 
centrepiece of Rotary Day at the United 
Nations in New York in November, where 
she will be joined by Rotary District 9800 
Governor Neville John and Rotary 
International President John Germ, together 
with 1500 Rotary members, UN officials and 
NGO leaders.  
 

Stephanie started her Seven Women 
project when she was only 22 years old 
after visiting Nepal and meeting seven 
disabled women making soaps and candles 
in a small tin shed. In Nepal, disabilities 
carry a strong social stigma, believed to 
bring bad fortune. The women were 
consequently able to sell only a fraction of 
what they produced at market and lived in 
dire poverty.  
 

Stephanie used her last $200 to pay for two 
trainers to up skill the women to 
manufacture products appropriate for sale 
abroad. The Seven Women project has since 
changed the lives of over a thousand 
disabled Nepalese disabled women through 

training, employment and the sale of their 
ethically manufactured goods worldwide. In 
addition, 5000 women have been positively 
impacted through outreach programs 
facilitated by the enterprise.  “Our approach 
is to give a hand up, not a hand out,” said 
Stephanie. “All it takes it one generation to 
learn how to break the cycle of poverty and 
pass their learning down to the next to 
transform a village forever.”  
 

 
 

Neither Stephanie nor any other volunteers 
receive any payment for their efforts. In 
order to sustain her passion, she founded 
Hands On Development through which she 
speaks at conferences, provides mentoring 
and runs immersive tours to Nepal and 
Indigenous Australian communities.  
 

Stephanie is dedicated to education and 
empowerment, believing a realistic 
understanding of the causes of poverty is a 
crucial ingredient for bringing peace and 
tolerance to our globalized world. “My key 
to a better world is as simple as finding your 
passion and dedicating your life to using 
that passion to bring hope to the lives of 
others.”                                                                            
 

Congratulations Stephanie!!                                          
More info: https://www.rotary.org/…/rotary-day-

un-highlights-role-busi…  

https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/rotary-day-un-highlights-role-business-building-better-world
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/news-media/rotary-day-un-highlights-role-business-building-better-world


 

 

EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN “AUNTIE” NEONA AND OUR FOSTER 
CHILD, SOKEA ,IN CAMBODIA 

 

 

From: Neona Stiles [mailto:neonastiles@bigpond.com]  
Sent: Sunday, October 02, 2016 8:39 AM 

To: 'E-mail Foster Parent' 
Cc: Murray & Irene Verso 
Subject: RE: Hello from Sokea 
 

October 1, 2016 
 
Dearest Sokea, 
 

It was so lovely to receive your email. 
 

How fantastic you have a puppy at FLOW!   I would love to see a picture of you and her together, if that 
would be possible?  I think you both would look very cute together!  What’s your puppies name? 
In my next email, I will send you pictures of our puppies. 
 

I have attached a couple of pictures of our cats.  Persia loves to sit in my pot of herbs! I think it must 
smell nice to her, and often a sunny cosy warm spot.  Unfortunately, it makes it difficult for my herbs to 
grow! 
India is a very friendly and cuddly cat.  He often comes and sits up on 
my student’s laps during their piano classes.  The children love it; 
however, it does make it difficult to play the piano!  India is particularly 
fond of Helena as you can see in the picture attached. 
 

I have been lucky enough to hold a Koala Bear on two occasions, it was 
very special.  Do you like Panda Bears? They also sit in trees, like Koala 
Bears. 
 

How wonderful you have a band at FLOW, you must look forward  
to Saturdays and Sundays so that you can enjoy listening to them 
practise. 
 

I looked up the Bopha Lokey dance on the internet, and  
I think it is beautiful.  So graceful and elegant, and I believe it is about a blossom, a flower dance?  
Dancing and music is very  special, it makes me feel good and happy.  I am so glad you are enjoying 
practising this beautiful, traditional dance. 
 

David, Mum and I wish you good health as well Sokea, and thank you for wishing us a lot of money as 
this would mean we could come and visit you one day!  
 

Look forward to your next email.  
 

With lots of love – Aunty Neona XO 
 

 
Date: October 12, 2016 

Dear Aunty Neona,  

I am happy to get your letter and I like your photos that you sent to me. The puppies.                                                                                           

are now gone because the care takers took them homes, but we still have two dogs: Mimi and Coffee.  

I like cats, too. I have never seen Panda Bear before, but I see them on Internet now. They look like dogs.  

Loves,  

Sokea 

PS: This email is translated into English by Darong.  

 

mailto:neonastiles@bigpond.com
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A film written & directed by  

NICHOLAS VERSO 

 

CLUB CALENDAR 
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